South Carolina’s beie

na’s $18 billion tourism industry,
continued its record-setting pace

. through the height of the sur- .’
-mier season and another $400mil-

:ish ested-in attrac--
tions, accirding to figures from -
the- state Deépartment:of Parks .

" Hon:i

Recreatmn ‘and Tourism, .-

Revenue peravailable morn a-
key indicator 'of the: strength of

- the industry, isup11pércent over
last-year'srecord for the calen-
. dar year though.the end of July,
'. according to

. over. $95.-

For.the flscal yea”‘that ended i
June 30; state: park revénues in-

creased while ‘admissionis taxes
kept pace with last year’s record

numbers Last flscal year the 47

AL

§1gures released
last' week, Statewide, revenue
per avallable room is now. Justs:

_,gomg opera
‘The, départme .
making the state parks self-suf-

“ficient so they nolonger: requ1re'
“taxpayer money for ongolng op-
: .eratlons. s

‘The system is addmg attrac-—."_
' tions including a splash pad wa-
‘ter feature at Sesquicenténnial

State Park outside of Calumbia,

_'The system alsois expanding the -
‘marina at Dreher Island’ State

Park northwest of Columbia and -
- adding: campgrounds and cabins
at several other parks.

Smith Traveél Research; an 1n~
dépendént - resedrch: company

percent® lncrease in: occupanc

statewide this month- compared'
‘with last October. Next month,
_tradltlonally one of th 3.

slowe

months for tourlsm in th_ St&te,
] $24 m11110n —
%0 per(_:_entd _ef: :

occupancy  is expected- to- ‘be
down:slightly,
Figures from PR! how that

" more than $400-million worth of
“niew tourism attractions - have
“been announced, "have started -
. construction or have been com- °
plete during the past year and,
}half in the state,

Thosé projécts ihclude a §

m11110n multiyear upgrade at the’

Carowmds amusement park on
the North Carolina-South Caroli-
na state line near Rock Hill, That
investment ‘includes a 30- story
roller coaster called Fury 325 in.’

_ which riders will reach speeds. of
- 95 mph.:The toaster is expectecl
~to openhext
- that tracks travel:trends; js pro- '
"Jectlng an 1ncrease of about 2
.=---—.August that ‘includes a hotel-'

- Anothier héw ptoject.is d $170
milhon ~development in North"

nter and a stadmm

for- the ‘Augusta GreenJackets

mmor league baseball team.
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