Oconee, Pickens
students start
classes today,

Anderson 4
already back
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After a two-and-a-half menth
summer break. students i Oconee
and Pickeng counties report bapk to
their respective elementary, middie
and high'schools today.

Meanwhile, students in Anderson
School District 4, which encompass-

es the Pendleton area, gota jl_.lmp
on their neighhors by reporting
Monday. .

“District 4 had 4 great start,”
spokesperson Joanne Avery said
Monday afternoon, "There were
no issues with bus transportation,
facilities or services, and we're
planning to evaluate enrollment
numbers to determine if any staff-
ing needs exist.”

According to its website, Ander-
son School District 4 has a total
student enrollment of 2,888, with
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ing at ways to improve

security,” Thorsland said.
“We believe we're ready to
get started.”
‘Fhorsland asks motox-
ists to be on the lookout
for little ones as they
board school buses or
walk to school. Parents
also typically take their
children to school the first
several days of the new
school year, resulting in
increased traffic conges--
tion.

*We just ask for patience
from everyone, because
the first two or three days
will be a little more chaot-
ie," Thorsland said. “But
we expect things fo calm
down afterward.”

The assistant su-
perintendent said im-
provements will also
be noticeable at several
schools. For example, a
playground at Blue Ridge
Elementary has been
relocated while work on
the walking track is con-
tinuing, At Westminster
Elementary, the school's

walking track was com-
pleted over the summer.,



All students entering
seventh grade in South
Carolina will also now be
required to have addi-
tional immunization for
whooping cough as part of
anew DHEC requirement.
Those students must show
proof of a Tdap shot in
order to attend school and,
in addition to whooping
cough, the shot also pro-
tects kids and adults from
tetanus and diphtheria.

School District of Pick-
ens County officials say
two schools — Pickens
Middle School and Gettys
Middle School — will
begin classes today in new
sarroundings. District
spokesman John Eby said
the schools will both move
into freshly renovated
high school campuses.

“The renovations at
Pickens Middle are com-

plete, while Gettys Middle
School will undergo
Phase II of the renovation
process during the school
year,” Eby said.,

Superintendent Kelly
Pew said staff and parents
are excited about the new
security enhancements
taking place, The schools
will be equipped with se-
curity cameras $o recep-
tionists can see the pecple
they are aboutto allow
into the building.

“AH but four schools
already have the inter-
coms installed to begin
the school year, and
the new technology has
been purchased and will
De installed as soon as
possible at AR, Lewis,
Holly Springs, Ambler
and Pickens elementa-
ries,” Pew said. “While
we understand that the

intercoms will be an added
stop for parents visiting
our schools, we appreciate
their patience and under-
standing as we maintain
the safety of our children.”

Pew added that district
staff and parents are
excited about the new
campuses.

“They are looking for-
ward to additional space,
new technology and added
security features,” she
said.

Eby said parents are
reminded to be surs o
register for the SDPC
ParentLink notification
system.

"“This year, we want as

many parents as possible
to be signed up at the
start of the year so they
can check their children’s
prades, assignments and
attendance online and on
their smartphones,” Eby
said. “The more parents
stay connected through
ParentLink, the fewer
surprises they will have
at report card time.”

Pew also expects traffic
congestion fo be heavier
the first few days of school.

“We ask our parents o
be very cautious at and
around our schools and o
be patient,” Pew said.
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