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" Push for spec building gains

Leaders set their sights on July 6 Oconee County Council meeting

BY CARLOS GALARZA Commission members ing. its first shell building &
THE ICURNAL are 50 ¢lose to getting “We want to show sup- few years ago in 23 months
what they want thaf they port,” Figld said. “Get- and broke even in doing
SENECA --- Oconee can almost taste it, They - tingaspecbuildingisan  so.

County Economic Develop- cleared one major hurdle important step to attraet As for the specifica-

ment Commmission mem- by getting funding for the visitors.” ] tions, Alexander said

bers marked their calen- shell building included Marvin Carmichael, most of those could be

dars and set their sights in the 2010-11 budget that an ex-officio member gleaned from preferences

on the next key step to takes effect July 1. who represents Clemson expressed by comparies

making a new $1.5 niillion During Friday’s EDC University on the Com- to the state Department of

spec building a reality. meeting held at the Oconee  mission, asked how the Comimerce.

From Chairman Hank County Regional Afrport specifications for the spec Alexander said 6O

Fleld to Dirvector Jim Al conference room, Field building are determined percent of companies are

exanderandon down,the  urged all members o and how Jong it would take  looking fora building.

EDC helieves that putting  cirele the July 6 County to sell it. “Having a product avail-

up & shell buildingwould ~ Council meeting. That’s Alexander said nation- able gives a company lead

attract new business, cre-  when council could deeide  ally it takes an averageof  time over their competi-

ate jobs and expand the whether tomove forward 35 months to sell a spec tors,” Alexander said.

county’s tax base, . with another spec boild- building, but Oconee sold A good portion of the
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momentum

maoney neaded for the spec
building, approximately
5730 million, would com#

| from utility tax credits
given by local companies
to the county that only
could be used to advance
econpmic development.

Airport Director Kevin

Short, who hosted the EDG
meeting, gave members a
report on the runway ex-
tension project, as well as
other near- and long-term

plans.

Short said earth-moving
activity on the runway
project remains stalled
as workers continue {0
address erogion-control
measures required by the
Department of Health and

‘Getting a spec
building is an
important step

to attract visitors.

Hank Fleld
Chairman of the Economic
Development Commission

Environmental Control.
Short said he stills.
expects the project tohe
completed in time for the
start of Clemson Univer-
‘sity foothall in September.
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