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and future deficits, items
that Boehner has said re-
peatedly will be part of
any talks on debt limit
legislation.

Senate Majority Lead-
er Harry Reid, D-Nev,
also said the two issues
were linked, “We not
only have a shutdown,
but we have the fuil faith
and credit of eur nation
before #s in a week or 10
days,” he said,

Reid and other Demo-
crats blocked numerous
attempts by Sen. Ted
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Cruz to approve House-
passed bills to reopen
portions of the povern-
ment. The Texas Repub-
lican is a chief architect
of the “Defund Obama-
care” strategy and met
earlier this week with al-
lies in the House and an
aide to Majority Leader
Eric 'Cantor, R-Va, to
confer on strategy.

There was no evident
urgency about ending the
partial shutdown before
the weekend.

The Republican-con-
trolled House approved
legislation restoring
funds for federal disas-
ter relief on a vote of
247-164. Another allow-
ing the resumption of the

Women, Infants and Chil-
dren nutrition program
was approved 244-164.
Saturday’s
called for passing a bill
to assure post-shutdown
pay for an estimated

800,000 furloughed fed-

eral employees off the
job since midday Tues-
day, then turning off the
lights on the House floor
until Monday night to al-
low lawmakers to fly
home for two days.

Affter issuing a string
of veto threats against
GOP spending bills, the
White House did not eb-
Jject to the one to assure
pay for furloughed em-
ployees.

Treasury  Secretary

agenda.

Jacob Lew has said that
unless Congress acts, the
government will be un-
able to pay all its debts
and will run the risk of
defauit. He has urged
lawmakers fo act by
Oct. 17.

Debt limit bills typi-
cally pass first in the
House, then move to the
Senate. So far, neither
Boehner nor the rest of
the leadership has said
when . they expect to
draft and have a vote on
one. More than a week
ago, they circulated a list
of items that might be in-
cluded — ealls for higher
Medicare costs for bet-
ter-off seniors, a whole-
sale easing of environ-

mental regulations and
approval of the Keystone
Pipeline among them.

Republican  officials
said that in a closed-door
session with the rank and
file during the day, the
speaker renewed his
long-standing  commit-
ment te seeking reforms
and savings from benefit
programs to help reduce
federal deficits. They
spoke on condition of an-
onymity.

At the White House,
Obama has said repeat-
edly he will not negotiate
over the terms of debt
limit legislation but is
willing to discuss a range

of issues ence the gov-

ernment is reopened.



