A new entrance is under construction for the Inland Port off the l. Vei'ne Smith Parkway.

Port blows past orecast

Greer s1te is 47 percent ahead of expectatlons of the States Ports Authorlty

By Michael Burns
Staff Writer
mburns@greenyillenews.com

The South Carolina Ports
Authority Inland Port in Greer
handled 3,972 rail moves in No-
vember: as ‘the facility that
opened a little over a year ago
and its parent, the Port of

Charleston, experienced
growth in business that’s ex-
ceeded plans:=.

With 21,686 lifts completed
inthe flscal year to date, the in-
land portis 47 percent ahead of
~ South Carolina Ports Authority
expectations,

The Port of Charleston han-

dled 144,218 20-foot equivalent

units, standard units for de-

scribing cargo ships’ carrying
capacity knownas TEUs, in No-

vember to mark an 8 percent

increase over the same month
last year.

That puts fiscal year-to- -date
TEU volumes 11 percent ahead
of Ports Authority plans.

As measured in pier con-
tainers, meanwhile, the Ports
Authority handled 82,466 box-
es last month, an increase of 10
percent over November 2013,

Non-containerized . cargo
volumes saw gains, too, as
61,114 pier fons were handled

last month, bringing fiscal

year—to-date tonnage totals
ahead of plan by nearly 5 per-
cent.

Georgetown’s port handled

48,917 tons in N ovember near-
ly 29 percent higher than plans.
Overall, fiscal vearto-date
volumes are up 13 percent year
over year.
*As measured Yyear over
year, our monthly pier contain-

* ter volume has seen nine con-
secutive months of double-dig- -

it growth,” said Ports Author-
ity president Jim Newsome.
“This broad-based growth
reflects strength of both im-
ports and exports; although we
will likely see volumes settle
over the next few months.”
‘Greer's inland port opened
in October 2013 to extend the
Port of Charleston’s reach 212
miles into the Upstate, provid-
ing shippers with access to
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more than 95 m1111on consum-
- ers within a one-day drive.

The inland port boosts effi-
ciency for international freight
movements between Charles-
ton and companies located
across the Southeast, Ports Au-
thority officials say, and it’s ex-
pected to create additional eco-
nomic investment in an area
where BMW, Michelin and oth-
er international manufactur-
ers already operate.

Norfolk Southern serves the:
inland port through its main
rail line along the Interstate 85
corridor between ..Charlotte, -
N C.,and Atlanta

:I Follow Michael Burns on Twitter’

@MikeNearGreer




