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Poll: Public pessimism

in economy increasing

Most Americans rate economy ‘poor’
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WASHINGTON — For the
third year in a row, the na-
Eiunﬁ economic gﬂmv&rr lﬁﬂ&

t a springtime spot, Re-
flecting that weakness, only 1

in 4 Americans now expects

his or her own financial situa-
tion to improve over the next
year, a new Associated Press-
GfK poll shows.

The downbeat public atti-

tudes registered in the survey  growth

coincide with several dour
economic reports showing re-
cent slowdowns in gains in hir-
ing, consumer spending,
manufacturing activity and
economic growth. Automatic
government spending cuts,
which are starting to kick in,

also may be contributing to
the current sluggishness and

increased wariness on the
part of both shoppers and em-

ployers.
: percent of those

Overall, 25
in the pall describe the na-
tion’s economy as good,
59 percent as poor = similar
to a January AP-GIK poll

The econuomy's recovery

From the severe 2007-2009 re-

cession has been slow and un-
even. Even so, most forecasts
se¢  continued  economic
ahead, even if it is
sluggish and d by
only slowly imp g Ieve];a
of joblessness. Another reces-
sion in the near future is pet
being forecast.

In the mew poll, few say
they saw much improvement
in the economy in the last

month. Just 21 percent say
things have gotten better,
17 percent say they've gotten
worse and 60 percent thought
the economy “stayved about
the same”

And the public is split on
whether things will get better

-anytime soon, with 31 percent
.saymg the economy will im-

prove in the next year, 33 per-
cent saving it will hold stead
and 33 percent saying it wi
get worse, Further, about 4 in
10 expect the nation's uner-
ployment rate to climb in the
next year

And the public’s outlook for
1ts own financial future is at
its worst point in three years.
Just 26 percent think their
household economic well-be-
ing will improve over the next
year, 50 percent think it will
stay the same and 22 percent
expect it to worsen.




