+ Plant could
boost
Oconee’s
prospects

Overflow business expected
from Caterpillar plant in Athens, Ca.
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WALHALLA — Qcones
County could soon be in
competition with Ander-
s0n Eounty for overflow
business from a Caterpil-
lar Ine. plant settingup
shop in Athens, Ga., next
year,

Econamic Development
Director Richard Black-
well broke the execiting
Prospects of what the Cat-
erpillar operation could
bring to Oconee during
hisreport {o a County
Councll panel this weak,

Hlackwell thanked
couneilmen who sit on the
Flanning and Economic
Development Committee
for their commiliment to
Eetting sewer into the
Golden Corner Conimerce
Park. He said the Fajr
Play facility likely would
be a magnet for overflow
business from Caterpillar,

The gounty is allocating
$6.4 milllon in the 2013
budget for what it ealls
the “Sewer South” initfa
tive.

Blackwell said the
Golden Corner industpial
site has “a tremendous
amount of potential®
because of its location
less than two miles from
Interstate 85.

Blackwell told councii-
men that he is working
with the South Carolina

‘Those suppliers
aren’t going to
venture far from
the quote-unquote
mother ship!

Richard Blackwell
Director, Economic
Development

Department of Cominerce
In presenting a marketing
planto Caterpillar Ine.,
which announced earlier
this year plans foras200
million manufacturing
base in Athens that's sx:
pected to apen in late 9013,

Caterpillar has es-
timated that the new
facllity would create
1,400 jobs onee it is fully
operational. The company
also expects suppliers and
independent satellite Com-
panies to brlng almost
3,000 additlonal full-time
Jobs, \

industry analysts pre-
dict the economic impact
from the Caterpillar plant
in Athens will top §2 hil.
ion annually as kgy sup-
pliers locate in the region
and the regional supply
chain matures,

SEE PROSPECTS, PAGE Ag
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- PROSPECTS: 5 ¢y
spec building coming?

FROM PAGE A3

Blackwell sajd the close
Proximity of Caterpillar’s
fature Operations in Ath.
ens to the Golden Corner
site bodes well for the
county. He has a hunch
that suppliers and sate]-
lite companjes will be
looking af Oconee,

i “Those suppliers aren’t

g0ing to ventyre far from

the quote-unguote mother
ship,” Blackwell said.

“If they come to South
Carolina, whieh I'think
they will, It's going to be
10 Ocones gr Anderson ..,
that's the ¢losest proxim-
ity to the sitn in Atheng.”

Blackwel] gajq he plans

to continue to aggressive-
Iy market Oconhee County.
He said part of that func-
tion ig connecting the dots
of all of Oconee's assets,
including broadband, the
Propex facility that he
has renamed the “Senecy
Rail Site,” the Echo Hills
industrial bark and the
empty specnlative build-
ing off Highway 11,

Blackwell said couneil-
men should start thip;
about building 4 hew spec
building.

"T-wouldn’t be doing my
JobifT didnt challenge
You on prodyct develop-
ment,” he said.
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