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Planners delay vote on
Keowee River project

Developer says
he’s ready to go on

$200M community:

BY CARLOS GALARZA
THE KOURNAL

WALHALLA —Tevel-
oper Scott Vick is eager
to get suing ona $200
million Keowee River
mixed-use project near

‘Seneca.

But Planning Commis:
sion members Monday
night were not reatly to
take action anan ordi
nance vesting the devel-
oper witha uniguesetof

standards governing the
TT-acre project.

Ifapproved, the agree-
ment would negate the
need fur the developer to
obtain yariances related
10 road design and other
design standards on ele-
ments of the project, some
of which are not cur-
rently regulated by the
caounty.

Planning Director Art
Holbrooks presented
the commission with
an updated draft of the
ordinance that contained
changes recommended
by County Attorney Tom
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Martin.

The updated draft ad-
dressed the scope ol the
praject, roads regulations,
water quality, setbacks

and speed limits within
the development.

Commission Chairman
Tommy Abbott said he did
not feel comfortable tak:
ing action on a drait that
was presented to members
45 minutes priot to the
meeting. He sugzested
everyone take the docu-
ment home and read it for
1wo weeks before the next
‘regular meeting:

Although he'd like to
get the project started

_ assoon as possible, Vick
said he understood plan-
ners wanting to have

time to read the document
carefially,

#1 want everyone to be
comiortable he said. “My
concern is to gel accurate
information o the public.”

Vick Nnveiled plans
fior the master-planned
commumnity last summer,
The project incorporates
the natural beauty of
the property to promote
adventure tourism and
active adult lifestyles.

The commission also
moved to table for two
weeks consideration of
new standards for the
Lake Overlay District in
the zoning law,

In response to criticism
of a special meeting last
week on zoning that ap-
peared to get out of control
at times, Abbott said
anyone in the audience
wishing to speak would
have to raise their hands
to be recognized by the

‘chair,

Abbott also made it
clear that he is not op-
posed to zoning. He said
he's in favor of zoning but
15 coneerned with some of
the things in the law that
he thinks could be made
“more user friendly.”
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