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Pl&]]]l(’jl' SCCSTNO @ ZONING: Gnmmiséionxto discuss
end in sight for
zoning debate

More issues come up as commission
proposes changes to zoning law

BY CARLOS GALARIA
THE |DURMNAL

WALHALLA — Fallow-
ingan almost two-hour
workshop Wednesday
todiscusschangesto

‘Oeonee County's Zoning
Enabling Ordinance,
Planning Commission
Chairman Tommy Ab-
bott wasasked if plan-
ners were any closer (o
completing thefr work,

“Only the Lord knows,”
Abbott said. “It's not that
I don’t want to answer,
it's that T don't know. We
keep adding things to the
d ion."

On Aprils, the Plan:
ning Commission voted
to place g moratorium
on revigwing any new
rezoning requests be-
cause landowners have
cemplained they've been
caught up in petitions
that would change and
even limit the way they
could use their property.

Planners talked
Wednesday about the
need for a fee strocture.

Commissioner Bill

Evatt wanted to know
exactly how much monay
the Planning Department
has spent to process some
of the more than 30 sub-
mitted rezoning petitions.

Planning Rirector Art
Holbrooks did not have
an ANsSwer,

“I'don't know if the
$6,000 vou have in the
budget will cover it,”
Evatt said.

He said costs would
inerease if the commis-
sion's recommendation:
that rezoning notices be
mailed to property own-
ers s adopted.

'Abbott asked Halbrooks

to provide an estimate of
costs at the comimission’s
regular meeting Monday
night.

Planners briefly, de-
bated Abbott’s proposal
that rezoning petitions
reguire signatures from
75 percent of the prop-
erty owners that own 75
percent of the property to
be rezoned. The law now

reguires the signatures of
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51 percent of the property
OWIELS,

~ Evatt said he agrped with
getting the signatures of
15 percent of property awn-
ers but thought that it was
too much to ask that they
alsoown 75 percent of the
land.

“I'list don't think that

Will iy with County Coun-
cil.” Evatt said, ;

Commissioner Andrea
"Andy" Heller said the 51
percent is reasonable,

Heller pushed a proposal
to be looked at Monday that
would strengthen the Lake
Overlay District,

The additional stan.
dards, which would apply
to construetion and devel--
opment within the 750-foot
Lake Overlay, include a
100-foot sethack for al1
fuel dispensing activities;

|

 ZOE again at Monday meeting

a25-foot landscape buffer,
Ereenspace requirements;
parking guidelines; and
rules for buildingon a
steep slope,

Heller said the strength-
ening of the Lake Overlay
wonld help stop some of the
problems caused by peti-
tions thatinclude parcels
outsicte the overlay.

On Monday, the commis-
sion aiso plans to consider
a proposal to create a new

Agricultural Residential
District. The new desig-
nation intends to protect
existing residential areas ,
in rural communities by, | |
limiting high-density de-
velopment and high impact .
agricuitural, commercial
and industrial uses,

Abbott said he doesn’t see,
the discussion ending any |
time soon.
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