2B greenvilleonline.com

FriDAY, OcTOBER 14, 2011

THE GREENVILLE NEWS

Pickens water plant work

$4.3 million project to improve
treatment process, official says

By Julie Howle
Staff Writer

jhowle@greenvilleonline,com

After years of planning
and discussions, work fo
rehabilitate the city of
Pickens’ water treatment
plant is expected to start
this fall,

Pickens City Council
has awarded a $2.5 million
contract to J.L. Construc-
tion, based in Greenville,
for the water freatment
plant rehabilitation.

City Administrator
Katherine Brackett said
the total project cost will

be up to about $4.3 million,
including engineering,
contingency funds and le-
gal fees. .

Brackett said WOrk on
the water plant is expected
to start around Nov. 1 and
will take about one year.

Pickens City Council
has been discussing need-
ed improvements at the
water plant, which was
built in the 1950s, for more
than five years.

Brackett said the plant
meets water quality re-
quirements, but it has a
needs improvement status
in some areas from the

state  Department of
Heaslth and Environmental
Control,

“This project is target-
ed exactly at those areas,”
she said,

Equipment is starting
to fall apart and the up-
grades will improve relia-
bility and water quality for
customers, Brackett said,

Pickens Mayor David
Owens said the plant
hasn't had upgrades in
many years.

"I think the last major
upgrade was probably in
the 7ﬂs, and the plant was
built in the 505, Owens
said, “Witha plantas old as
it is, we need Some up-
grades =

Brackett said this is &

begins soon

grade but not as much, she
said.

The project cost was re-
duced to about $6.8 millien
and then again to the now
about $4.3 million, Brack-
ett said.

The work calls for im-
provements to the sedi-
mentation basin, construc-
tion of a new rapid-mix
structure, rehabititation to
the flocculation basin and
improvements to filters,
all of which are part of the
treatment process te re-
move particles from the
water, Brackett said.

Original plans had
called to replace interior
piping for the plant, she
said, and that has béen de-
layed for future phases of

the renovation to reduce
the ¢ost.

City Council has ap-
proved an ordinance pro-
viding for the issuance and
sale of bonds not to exceed
$4.3 million to fund the wa-
ter treatment plant pro-
ject.

Brackett said the bonds
will be paid back by an in-
credse in water and sewer
rates that City Council
previously approved.

She said the water plant
serves about 4,400 water
customers, both inside and
outside city limits, and
also provides wholesale
water to apother water

company.

“Tt's defuutely impor-

tant,” Brackett said,

scaled-down but still ma-
jor overhaul of the aging
water plant.

She said the city had
originally soupght almost
$16 million from the .S,
Department of Agricul-
ture's Rural Development
agency in the state to re-
pair the water plant but
turned down a $9.8 million
loan and a $6 million grant
from Rural Development.
" Brackett said city offi-
cials thought it would be
better to do imprevements
in stages rather than have
to issue bonds for the Inan
amount because water
bills would have increased
significantly.

Rates still have in-
creased for the plant up-



