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Pickens warms to idea of summer event

City considers
music festival,
¢ruise-in, to draw
visitors downtown

By Julie Howle
STAFE WRITER
InowlsEgreanvifenmws, com

PICKENS — Pickens is
working on a new down-
town attraction this sum-
mer as part of an ongoing
effort to atiract more visi-
tors and businesses,

“We: just want to get peo-
ple downtown and try to
keep them here instead of
losing them to surround-
ing cities,” said Pickens
City Admhﬁqhator Kather-

ine Brackett.

Brackett said the city is
considering a classic. car
cruise-in on Main Street
with live music that could
take place over a four- or

period, possibly
held  each  weekend
throughout the month of
June and part of July.

Last year the city held a
four-week summer music
seties downtown,

Pickens Mayor David
Owens said that event was
at Legacy Square and this
year the new event would
likely be in the West Main
area, where the city has
purchased land for a new
park and amphitheater.

Brackett said the events

would probably be held on
Saturday nights.

A steering committee
that includes residents,
business ewners and plan-
ning commission meri-
bers that was created to
further efforts to improve
the city and attract people
and businesses is looking
at the poteatial event and
working on details to bring
back before City Council,
according to Brackett.

Owens said he expectsto
have more details and rec-
ommendations ify about a
month.

Meanwhile, the council °

has approved on final read-
ing the expansion of city
trash collection to areas i

mediately outside the city.

Brackett said that cur-
rently the city provides
trash and "curbside recy-
cling -collection once gz
week for city residents at a
cost of $7.50 a month.

That same service will be
expanded to some homes
outside city limits at a cost
of 815 a month.

The expansion is part of
an effort by the city to
generate revenue during a
tight budget year.

Brackett said the street
supervisor will make con-
tact with interested parties.
If people are interested
they can get more informa-
tion by calling City Hall at
878-6421.




