Pickens tourism
board on hold

BY GREG OLIVER
THE SOURNAL

- PICKENS — The Tour
Pickens County Board
has approved a recorm-
mendation to suspend
its meetings indefinitely,
sayingthat Pickens
County Council has ngt

Beamer made therecent.
recommendation, adding
ﬂ';mthemmmittnaeuulﬂ
reconvene at the request
af County Council and if
| couneil provides re-
| sources:

“We've gone for nine
months with noactial
hudpet allocated and have
done asmuch as we can,”

‘Beamer said.

Hoamer said the com-
mittoe has assessed all
the county’s tourism loca-
tions, held twy tourism
meetings — one of which

“was a eountywide sum-

mit — approved a master
plan for tourism develop-

ment and explored the

‘costs invelved inimple-
menting that plan.
Chairimean Dick
Krull, in & letter to
Gouuﬂf Council, said
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the commmittes hasalso
retomimendations, plans or
action on a tourism direc-
tor, as well as qualifica-
tions and funding for the
position; written a basic
marketing plan, identi-
fied and written brief
descriptions of well over
100 county attractions
that might be of interest to
tourisis; studied present
and potential future coun-

‘ty events and attractions;

and developed & budget for
2010-11 and future fiseal
years.

Krull said the committee
heard and adopted guide-
lines from the Brookover/
Norman Pickens Cotnty
Strategic/ Product Devel-
opment Plan for Tourism
inftiated by counell,

“To this date, to the best
of our knowledge, council
has not embyaced the Broo-
kover/ Norman plan, ap-
proved the TPC 2010 busi-
ness plan orany tourism
expenditires.” Kroll said.
“Now, another sumrmer

TOURISM: Board wants budget to proceed

season, with its inherent
marketing opportunities,
hias passed us by,

“In all honesty, theboard
isat astandstill and, as
such, we are losing interest
and enthusiasm.”

Krull added that he
planned to make a motion
at an upcoming meeting to

-suspend board meetings

and any board activities
“until such time as the
council informs us that we
have a budget, 4 course of
action and, hopefully, an
executive director to direct
county tourism efforts.”
The decision came when
the committee met less
than 2 week later.

Last month, county of-
ficdals said the $85,000 that
was among the recommen-
dations made ig Tour Pick-
ens County’s 22-page report
ig not financially feasible.
County Administrator
Chap Hurst sail there are
other effective avenues for
enhancing toirism efforts.

“Wa're In g recession,
and we've been cutting
staffand consolidating and
improving our efficiency

in the county overall, so
it would bewerv diffioult
toexplain to some depart-
ments why you're laying off
people but adding positions
in another,” Hurst said.
While the $85,000 to fund
the position was projected
in the FY 2011 budget, that
amount was projected to
ingrease to $100,000 in FY
2012 and $110,000 in FY *18.
Officials said the overall
estimate for implementing
the recommendations was
around $250,000.

Hurst said he is current
1y seeking to fill the Project
Coordinator position,
which has been in place
for some time, He added
that the position, whose re-
sponsibilitles include grant
writing and overlapping
gconomntic development
Wwith tourism, remains a
high priority.

" “I'want to hire the right
person, but we're limited
o what we can pay." Huorst
said adding, “It's hot
$83.000 — nowhers near
t_ha- 2]
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