Pickens awaits ecensus data for

Council says current information
will give process more focus
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PICKENS — County
Council members are wait-
ing on data from the 2010
census before tackling
what has become a contro-
versial  comprehensive
growth plan.
Chap Hurst, Pickens
County administrator, said
Thursday that having the
demographic information

can help the county better
focus its efforts,

At the same time, Hurst
said, concerns the plan will
undermine property Own:
ers’ rights are unfounded.

“Instead of focusing on a
few words that are in that
plan, we need to focus on
the direction we're going,”
Hirst said. ¥As long as we
stay headed in the right di-
rection, then I think that’s
what this plan needs to in-

dicate.”

Hurst said he believes
the plan, “Pickens County
2030,” should guide county
growth “to where our citi-
zens will have the best
services for the lowest
price in the future and
maintain a good quality of
life and protect their prop-
erty rights.”

Opponents have been
speaking out against the
plan at council meetings for
more than a year. It's been
called socialistic and de-
cried for mot promofing
free enterprise.

growth plan

taken.

Willis also noted the con-
tributions of residents to
the plan during the past
two years.

“At this time, we're still
loocking at all of our op-
tions,” she said, “We're not
trying to discount the work
of the citizens group, be-
cause there’s been a lot of
time put into that and we
know thdt. ... Butwe're ry-
ing to make sure that the
document that we as a
council adopt best reflects
the values of the cifizens of
Pickens County.”

Willis also noted there
will be “more public hear-
ings and more opportuni-
ties for public input.”

Hurst said he expects the
census will show the coun-
ty’s population has grown
to around 120,000; or
around 9 percent to 10 per-
cent since the last census.

He said that “modest”
rate of growth is healthy for
Pickens County. Hurst
pointed out that faster
growth can, cause tremen-
dous strains on a county’s
resources and infrastruc-
ture.
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“We have got to cut out
the socialization of Pickens
County, if we're not there
already,” Jim Sheriff said
during a meeting.

Later at that meeting,
Chaitwoman Jennifer Wil-
lis reported the plan had
been discussed at a meet-
ing of the Commiittee of the
Whole, but no action was



