ruuwl PAGE A1 nologles CEO Brian Jones

.

P1ckens Coun

: said that while a number oi

! medwal devme, pharma Jocations were sought, the |
| ceutical, food processmg, _ thing that most jmpressed l
construction and more. him and other officials wasi

We Come S ate St . - The company has 850 Pickens County’s dedica-
employees across eight ~ tion to technology. The
o locations, with services School District of Pick-

' including offering automa-  ens County led the drive f

' tion solutions, integrating by teachmg glectrical,- = |

economu:

announcement

Enstmg company expandmg
mto State-of l'he—art $oM facili

£ _"ng-room-only;
“ Alliance Pickeny execu-
=~ five-director Ray- F_‘ Al

_presented JR Automat
““Technologies CEO Bryan

PICKENS COUNTY —

" When Miohigan—based JR.
Technblogies. -+

LG, aglob g n
custom autom 1o solu

operations- 1n P
County in 2011,
was-géaled With a'basket
of peaches.;

History repoated 1tse1f

Monday at a special
¢ailed news conference
. at Alliance Pickens :
headquarters in Liber-
ty during the official

announcement of the
company’s $5 million -
investment in a new
50,000-square-foot, state-
of- tho art facility in the
Pickens County Gom-
merce Park,

Before a stand-

gﬁdlencé;,:

Jones with.a: basket con-

-taining:the friit:
~+-*During the 2011
‘pacruitment; we madea -
o pledge to JR that when

" you're ready to sink your

© roots deepet* in the coun-

. “ity, we'll strive to provide
that for you.” Farley said.

“Kight to nine months
ago, I got the call that

said, ‘Dude, we're ready.’”

JR Automation Tech-
nologies, which was
established in 1980, pto-
vides custott automated

- equipment and services

to customersin a variety
of industries; including
automotive, aerospace,
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technologies and processes

ranging from welding fo

| laser applications to metal

| and plastic processing
Since its arrival in

Pickens County five years

: ago; the company has been -
: aged students to pursue -

“leasing a 21,000-square-
i foot fa(:111ty ifi Pickens.”

| But the néw 50, 000-square-
t facility will represent .

‘[ 6fwhathasafu-
pansion capabﬂity
000 square feet. .

y éxpansion will not

o only retain its existing

workforce of 32 employ—
ees; but also add: 56 em--

-, ployees with the pay for.

all ranging from $20 $4B
per hour, '

.. “Thisis another won-

derful day in Pickens. -

County,” Pickens County - .
| Council chairwoman -
! | Jennifer Willis said,

| “They wers courteous

| and'worked to make sure -

| this-retationship-and
partnership with Pickens

- kinds of debt, they:¢an
. graduate with all kinds of -

“engineering, mechatronic
_and programming skills to

\
!

students at the Career and |

: Tachnology Center,

‘Irf recent years, the
Scholar Technician -
1nit1ative has encour- -

STEM-manufacturlng .

: knowledge and skill set

development. A workforce
not only originating from

~the Career and Tech-
o nol¢gy Center, but also .
~ through Tri- Cotinty Tech-
- nieal College and Clem-
- "gon University, were all -
~ factors in the ‘company” g

decision to. stayr and.grow’

. in Pickens County., :

“If we can get hore

uating’ from c-ollege ‘inall

opportunities in ‘front.of

- thern,” Jones: said, “There-:
- canbe k1ds dr1v1ng«ln

| Counity would work; We're' bz i
' looking forward to seeing. - . i

them grow and succeed .
- for yearsto come; These
T jobs will enable people -

\ to have a great quality of

- life, raise a family and be-
. come outstanding citizens -
' of Pickens County.”

JR Automation Tech-

' nnd Téohnology Cénter
_— executive director Ken

Hitcheock said he.is

excited for the center to

be a part of the economic
development taking place

~ in the county.

“(Alliance Pickens is)

-\,
\:

i
!

|

_young adults incorporated
_into this, instead of'grad- .

)




nuggsupporters of us and
allow us to be a part of

_recruiting industry into.

the area,” Hitchcock said.
“We take a lot of pride in
the fact our kids have a
leg up. With these higher
technical skills and the
expansion of what’s out

: there with these high-tech
 companies now, we're just
\ excited there’s another
i opporiunity for them,”

. State Sen, Thomas Al-
exandet, who represents
aportion of Pickens
County in addition to.
Oconee County, said JR'
Automation Technologles
decision to stay inthe
county and expand “is a
great team effort.”

AT think it speaks vol-
umes that they are maklng

their permanent home

here in Pickens County,

and their potential for o
continue_d 'gI_‘(_)Wth demon-

- commerceparkin. 2006
_annoynced-an expansion

strates their dependence‘ -

on the county and those
that are being educated
to be sticcessful with JR-
Automation Technologies,”

‘Alexander satd. “ congrat-

Aulate them on theit success

- sofarandfor their future

success. This is about the

:people of Pickens County.”

The expansion of JR -

: Automgtion Technologies, -
previously called Project
-Dallas prior to Monday” 8

official atinouncement,
marks the: latest in a se-

ries of economic develop-
“ment announcenients for
.. Pickens’ County '
- During this year alone,, L
Reliable Automatic Sprin-
_kler Company, the first -

of 150,000 square feet’ 1o

" its existing facility, with a

capital 1nvestment of $28 7

million and 100 new jobs.
That was followed by

Zero Connect, a custom

cable assembly manufac-

- turer and supplier of off.’

the-shelf fibet-and copper

products for voice, data
and video applications; oo-

cupying an existing 18,000 -

square-foot facﬂlty on -
- Kayaker Way in Easley to

investmentand creation

- "of 72 new jobs:

In addition, era—contact

* based in Bretton, Germa- . -

- ny,and among the world
“market leadersin elec-

T

-+ trical railway couplings,

announced that Pickens

County would serve as‘its_ .

‘ .

Alllance Plckens executlve dlrector Ray Farley points to .
the conceptual drawing of the new JR Automation Tech-

the tune ofa $1.3 million .’

North American head-
quarters,

The company will be
located between U.S, -
Highway 123 and Reliable
Automatic Sprinkler Co,

;- and bring in more than $3

million in investment, as
well as 45 new jobs.

" -Farley expects more -
. ecohomic development

-announcements to be
,:forthcommg in the near -

future, -

“Hopefully, it won’t be:
too much longer: we'll be o
able to get together again

like this,” Farley sa1d
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nologies facility fo be constructed in the Pickens County
Commerce Park. Construction of the 50,000-square-foot

facility is expected to begin late this year and open for



