Pickens Countylands another
mdustrial development

BY GREG OLIVER
THE JOURNAL

PICKENS — KP Com-
ponents ine., a precision
COMpuUter numeric con-
trol machining company
that besan in 1969 in
Denmark, has selected
Pickens County to house
its first North Amerlean
Faeility and will Witimate-
¥ generate more than 50
new johs,

During Tuesday's
economic develop-

‘mentannouncement in
Pickens County Council
chambers, Stig Latrsen,
the company’s chief
executive officer, said
the business will of-
ficially openin Easley
in January 2012, The
company will be Tocated
in & 35,000-square foot
existing building on Pel-
zer Highway, producing
hydraulic components
used in farm equipment,
heavy eguipment and
wind power turbines;

“The new facility will
enable us to he more com-
petitive with China and
provide a local facility
to-show our 1.5, custom-
ers.” Laursen sajd, “The
establishment of our
LS, présence is within
Our company’s growth

(GREG OLVER | THE JOURNAL

Stig Laursen, chief executive officer of KP Components
Inc., points to machinery used by the company that
was founded in Denmark in 1969 as he converses with
Alliance Pickens Executive Director Ray Farley, Laursen
announced plans Tuesday to locate the compa

first North American facility in Easley and that it is
scheduled to open in January 2012.

strategy and, guite to the
contrary, will not cost
Jobs in Denmark."

Laursen said the move,
with an investment of
more than $10 million,
would Initially result in
20 additional jobs, Hiring
will gradually increase
and Laursen hopes to
reach'the goal of 50 plus
employees within the
next five years.

Allianee Pickens Exec-
utive Director Ray Farley

said the match between
KP Components Inc. and
Pickens County is perfect
now and in the future.
"Our students are
being trained to solve
problems, to think
analytically and to solve
technical issues,” Farley
said. “That’s a product of
our Pickens K through
12 public schools and
technical education.®
Pickens County Coun-
¢fl Chairwoman Jennifer

Willis agroes that the
county’s work force and
its primary. secondary
and technieal education
components and business
friendly climate al will
enable KP “to develop

a thriving business in
Easley,™

“We will do whatever
we can to support you
but, mostly, wa'll stay out
of your way,” Willis said.

While Seuth Caro-
linaprovided training
funds and job develop-
ment credits, which will
be available ifhiring
targets are met, Pickens
County provided a fee-in--
lieu-of-tax agreement for
the new capital invest-
ment,

KP Components Ine.
was founded by Krogh
Pedersen and is co-
owned today by his son
Martin Krogh Pedersen,
a capital fund and the
management. The com-
pany will begin hiring
for the new positions for
its Easley facility later
this fall. Anyone inter-
ested in job opportunities
ghould contact the Lib-
erty $C Works Center at
(864) B843-9512 or at www.
sconestop.org.
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