Luckens County Council hopefudls talf;

laxes, touresm, economic developmeny
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SIX MILE — Four
candidates vwingfor two
- Pickens County Council
seats addressed topics
ranging from taxes tn
tourism to bringing in
additional jobs duying.a
forum Tuesday night ar
the Six Mile Community

Building.
Incumbent Republican
Randy Crenshaw and Re.
publican challenger Trey
Whitehurst joined Deno.
crat Jeff Martin and his
Republican opponent Bill
Reid. Crenshaw is seeking
re-election 1o the Distriet
2 seat representing the
Central area, while Mar-
tin and Reid are seeking

Jim London’s seat in the
Clemson area of District 1,
During the event
sponsored by the Pickens
County Taxpayers Associ-
ation, the candidates said
they oppose tax increases
and any countywide
Zonmitie reptlidtions, They
alsosay it is important to
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bring in additiona] jobs to
spur employment.

“We've got a-good work-
foree here with people
that want to work,” Reid
Said. “We also have g good
educational system, ang

businesses should wani to .

come here®

Martin said jobs would
be the resuli of Pickens
County’s ahility tg plan
and collaborate.

“We need to think
about our infrastructure
- roads, schools and
things that are going to
generate jobs and invest
in jobs,” Martin said,

Crenshaw said the coun-

ty has brought 400 to 450
Jjobs to Pickens County in
recent yeats, due primar-
ily to the Commerce Park.
But he said competition

is stiff, ag neighboring
counties and other states
are vying for those same
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From left: Jeff Martin, Democratic candidate for Pickens County Coun
: Reid, Republican candidate for Pickens o
F ORUM: HOpﬂ/ hitehurst and Incumbent Eaﬂdrﬁnnﬂc::nft;-m: listen

White ;
posed during the forum Tuesday night in six Mile,

industries and companies, waorth of tourism, and College. ||
“We have the people and plans are under way to In their closing state-
the workforee,” Grenshaw BFOW L to $40 billion. We ments, Martin said heis
said, “The tough question  could BLOW our tourism seeking election in opder
15 what does it take to base in Pickens County, to provide leadership jn
bring them here” bt We're not going to get enhancing the county’s
‘The candidates also this for nathing — we quality of life. Crenshaw
addressed the need of have to invest, and we wants to maintain the
spending §85,000 on a could get 4 substantial SaINe Course cotmeil
tourism director. White-  amount ¢f return on ouy began four years agg
huirst said he beljeves now- investment.” that, among other things,
is not the time to “adqd When it comes to Included downsizing BUiV:
ard itinnal-gw_e_mmeq A partering with Clemson ernment while merging
and Reid said he would Dniversity, similar to positions
NEVer support taxpavers  what Anderson County Whitehurst said he _
'fun-c_ﬁng‘th‘e'pbﬁitmn-anﬂ is doing, Whitehy rst said wants bettpr comniunica-
fQuestioned its benefit, hefavorsa closer logk at tion between the county
“Teuatrantee you— our their partnership initia- ~ ang its municipalities as
taxes will not go down tives; _ well 4s less laxes, limited
with more people livin Ein Reid said a husiness sovernment and more

this county," Reid said.
But Martin said tourism

Ism is the No. 1 or No. 2
economic driver,” Martin
said. “Last year, South
Caralina did $11 billion

recruited by Clemson
University that wanis to

counties. Crenshaw said
he favors working with
Clemson University and
Tri-County Technical

individual freedom. Reid
said he wants to he'a part

could be the engine used b near Clemson must of the,s;}luﬂgn.-adding-

10 spur economie develop.  have g PERSON 16 move to that if citizens don't wake

metit, Pickens County, rather up to the things that are
"I 47 of 50 states, toug- than Oconee or Anderson taking place "we're golng

o be in troulile "
The primary is June 8.
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