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South Caro]ma S populatmn 1s gr0w~
ing at an approximate rate of 500,000
. ‘People every 10 years, driven mpart by
out-of-state transplants making - the
Palmetto State their new home.,

" In April 2010, South Carolina’s pop-
ulation was 4, 625 364, according {0 the
U.S. Census Bureaw, In July of "this
year, it was already nearing S million,
at an estimate of 4,961,119. Between

2015 and 2016, the Palmetto State

gained pearly more than 66,000 new
res1dents, according to Census data,

making it the 10th fastest—growmg o

. state in the country.
*' Among all moves, whether in the
_ same state orto anew one, housmg was
the primary reason for nearly half, ac-

=

cording to a 2014 Census Bureau re-

port. Nearly all others moved for em-
ployment reasons (19.4 percent). or
famﬂy reasons (30 3 pergent). Moy

‘ :sald .Ie1ry M1tche11 1= g
clate professor: of ‘geo aphy at ’the
_\.,_Umver

ties, Mitchelk said, .

“The obvious answer is tlrement;

_ Mitchell said. “They need servers- foﬁ
restaurants, people to mow the'grass ..

* high end and low end workers.are re-| '

_ spondmg to that as well.”” 7 -
Population growth in Sou .Caroh~
ha has alse oecurred durlng a time-of
employment growth; in - November,
‘more. South Carolinians -were em-
-ployed than ever befors, Gov, Nikki
Haley said. That has ledto the “subur-
- banization” of South Carolina’s biggest
cities, including Greenville, as well as
Rock Hill and: Fort Ml suburbs of
Charlotte Mitchell said.
" While weatherand “Southern hospi-
tality” are often cited as reasons out-
siders move, Mitchiell notes that most
come from nearby states like Georgia
-and North Carolina, so work or family
may be more realistic reasons. .




