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The state’s c¢hairmen
of the Republican and
Democratic parties said
Thursday that a way to
improve the ecomomy,
education and other
neads in the stafe is fa
1 vote for their party.

Dick  Harpootlian,
chairman of the state
Democratic Party, and
Chad Connelly, chairman
of the atate GOP, offered
those and other remedies
during & forum at the
South Carolina Associa-
t#ion of Realtors annual
meeting in Greenville.

Nick Kremydas, chief
executive officer of the
SCR, moderated the fo-
rum, asking the chair-
men to share their par-
ty's plans for tackling the
state’s “dismal” unem-
ployment rate, job cre-
ation, employment, ineq-
uities in property taxes,
mortgage interest de-
duction,  redistricting
and other matters impor-
tant to the real estate in-

dustry.

—_—

“We need specifics;
not speeches,” Kremy-
das said after the forum.
“We are looking to both
parties to reform our
state, from property tax-
estogeneral taxes. We're
excited about the pros-
pect that they're talking.
I believe there will be
gome fruitful discus-
sions ag & result of the
meeting 8o we can move
our state forward.”

Rremydas said the
only thing that's keeping
South Carclina from be-
ing No. 1 in every busi-
ness and education cate-
gory ispolicies whichare
set by elected officials.
Policies, some on the
state and some on the
federal level, are having
& negative impact on the
South Carolina’s housing
market, he said.

Connelly and Har-
pootlian agreed that
what happens with the
federal government im-
pacts what happens in
the state. Connelly’s an-
swer to change is to vote
Republican, and Har-
pootlian said to vote
Democrat.

Connelly said realtors
are hurting because the
economy’s in bad shape
and the economy’s in bad
shape because people
don’t have confidence in
the president’s leader-
ship.

“The president’s lead-
ership involves more
taxes, stimulus packages
that cost money and
makes people less confi-
dent in the economy, and
what's going on with Oba-
macare saddles them,”
he said.

Harpootlian sdid the
begt way to help Realtors
is to lower property tax-
es and the only way to
lower property taxes is
to have comprehensive
tax reform.

“To do that, the Re-
publican legislature and
the Republican goverfior
would have to come up
with & plan. But, they
don't have the political
guts to attack compre-
hensive tax reform 5o
these real estate agents
out there, they’re not go-
ing to get any relief un-
less the Republican are
forced into it,” he said.




