Paris Mountain a natural

1,540-acre park on city’s outskirts
features abundant outdoor activities

By Mike Foley
STAFF WRITER
mfoley@greenvillanaws.com

Call it Greenville’s back
yard. Or maybe Green-
ville’s playground. Howev-
er you label it, Paris Moun-
tain State Park is the con-
venient location for people
to get out and enjoy natural
activities of a wide variety.

Wednesday morning, for
example, visitors werg hik-
ing, dog-walking, mountain
biking and camping in
abundance. Later in the
day, Lake Placid was sure
to fill with swimmers and
paddiing enthusiasts.

Other popular activities
include fishing, picnicking
and a host of educational
activities.

Nature lovers can find
wildlife in abundance
around the lake’s nature
traill. On  Wednesday,
ducks, geese, turtles and
squirrels were every-
where. The trees were
filled with songhirds. And
fish could be seen in the
shallows of the water's
edge.

Fran and Chris Marsh
were out for a morning
hike. The Greenville resi-
dents visit frequently, with
Chris coming to the park
about three times a week
and Fran accompanying
him once or twice weekly.

“Sometimes it’s just for a
quick hike,” Chris Marsh

said. “Other times we'll go
all the way to the back
lake.”

With more than 16 miles
of trails, Paris Mountain of-
fers routes varying in diffi-
culty from flat, short and
easy, to rugged, long and
difficult.

“I's a beautiful park,”
Chris Marsh said.

The park averages about
350 visitors a day during

the week, but that number ©

skyrockets to three or four
times that om weekends,
often filling every parking
space.

While Greenville resi
dents do make up d good
number of those daily visi-
tors, others travel some
distance to get to the urban
oasis.

Mother and daughter
Rachel and Leora Carlton
yisited the park Wednes-

day for an outing
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For a map of the park's
most popular hiking trails,
g¢ to GreenvilleOnline.com.

‘T like the dirt trails”
Dangler said. “Tused to run
on pavement, but now I try
to be easy on my knees.”

Mountain bikers Chris
Harrigan and Jimmy Til-
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Jimmy Tillery, front, and Chris Harrigan head out for a ride on the Sulphur Springs Traii.
Paris Mountain State Park has miles of hiking and biking trails of varying difficulties.

lery paused atop the moun-
tain before heading out for
another loop of the trails,
but they weren't too busy
to rate Paris Mountain’s
trails.

“These are as good as
any in North Carolina,”
Harrigan said. “I ride in Pis-
gah, Clemson and in Spar-
tanburg, but the trails here
rate right with those.”

Tillery sald he just
moved to Greenville from
Simpsonville and now the
park is less than a mile
from his home.

“I'm trying to find a back
trail to get here so I don't
even have to get on the
roads,” he said. “Greenville
is such a great'place for the
outdcors.”

PARIS MOUNTAIN
INFORMATION

H Office hours: 11 am.-5
p.m. Tyesday-Thursday and
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Mon-
day

W Phone; 864-244-5565

W Online: www.southcaroli-
naparks.com/park-finder/
state-park/722.aspx. The
Paris Mountain State Park
Friends website is
www.prmspf.org.



