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- The hot, dry spell of recent  weeks
came on so quickly and with such feroc-

ity that the state Drought Response

Committee voted Friday.to move Pick.

ens, Anderson, Oconee and Abbeville

counties directly from no-drought status.

- to moderate drought, the second level of

seriousness. ‘ S ‘
. “Ill be honest with you, I don’t.think I

have ever seen a drought cycle develop

and deteriorate as quickly as this has,”

cominittee metber Dennis Chastain of. _

Pickens said. “It’s honestly like we have

a big plastic bubble over us,” -
Greenville, Spartanburg and Laurens

-counties and most of the rést of the state

except the northeastern section was de-

clared to be in incipient drought..
Going directly to moderate drought
from no drought is rare, according to

. Hope-Mizzell, state climatologist, She

- had éxpécted the region to be declared
incipient drought, L

. “As you know, we typically .hate fo

jump two levels of .drought,” she told

committee. members on a conference

. call after Chastain recommended put-

ting the northwest corner of the state in

moderate drought status. - _
“Folks who live in this area, if we de-
- clare it incipient, they’re going to say,
‘have you been here, have you looked
aroynd?™” Chastain said, Lo
So far waterlevels in rivers and reser-
voirs are not down precipitously, al-

though thie Saluda River stream flow i

classified as in moderate ‘drought condi-
tions and the Chattooga River, on the bor-

der of Oconee County and Georgia, is in

severe drought, a Department of Natu-

ral Resources official on the conference

call said. - R

The state was fortunate in starting the
spring with above normal levels of
grggmdwater after last fall’s rains, he

sard. . .- - . ' T

But crops are suffering in much of the
state, agricultural officials said,

- “A lot of watermelons are starting to
“head south,” said Brad Boozer, manager
‘of the State Farmers Market. .

Corn is not pollinating, soybeans and
other row crops are suffering and cattle

. farmers have started feeding hay be-
cause thei
said. ..

 dershowers — the Greenville-Spartan-

" storms;

r.pastures have dried up, he ’
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Soybeansin a field off of NortisRoadin - -
Anderson are not as big due-to dry wgath:er.f -

burg’ Airport has had about nbrﬁl_él -rain-

fall totals since the start of June because

of brief storms — but the Anderson Alr- |

- port went 32 days without any rain, its
- fourth-driest spell on record, officials

said.

o ‘Eventhe storths aven’t very wet, -+

- “You're heating about these thunder- .;
with ‘wind. and lightning and -
downed trees, but there’s very little rajn- ,

* fall,” Mizzell said.

. Chastain said he fears_tﬁé \ivo‘r"s't_‘_ié f/et
tocome. . - -
~.The hot, dry, windy weather that has

»

gripped the Upstate since the start of

June came without the development. of
any ElNino or La Nina pattern, which are -
generally the culprits in driving mois-
ture away from the Southeast, he:said,

~ And the National Drought Mitigation

-Center is predicting a 75 percent prob-

ability that a La Nina pattern will devel-

op later this summer or early fall. - -

. “That is seriously bad news,” Chas-

tain sajd.- :
Declaring a moderate drought status -

requires the DNR to step up monitoring

'of deep water wells, stream flows and

othér drought indices. Ineipient isa rec-

* ognition that an area is in an abnormally

dry period and the future is uncertain,
.Chastain expressed concern over the
increased potential for wildfires started

by campfires. A forestry official at the

drought committee meeting said mea-
surements of moisture from the upper
levels of ‘the 'soil up. to the ‘understory
were extremely low in the mountajns, *
“Folks ought to use caution, and real
ly, with the'high témperatures we're hav-

Ing, people ought td second think wheth-
Lo _ _+ et theyneed a campfire at all,” Chastain
“It’s not:_looking-good‘,”-Booz_ers,aid.;,- G e T v
-Some areas have had scattered thun- -

said. S
- Mizzell said the comimittee

oly will

meet again in three.to four weeks, *



