Paddle Fest to roll on the

Sixth annual event is | | | s '

both family- and
environment-friendly
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nee upon a time, the
Reedy River was con-
sidered by many to be
Greenville's  sewer.
with litter, it was an evesore.
That was then. This is now.
The Reedy is now celebrated as
a downtown Greenville destina-
tion, a recreational resource,
and a focal point for the future.
Nowhere is the Reedy River's

moreevidentthanat | S

PesuUrgence 12
the Reedy River Paddle Fest,
this year set for May 14.

The sixth annual event cele [+ Saoes

rector, “And ho

Department wasn't on the envi-

“But we are now. And this
event, and what we're doing
down at Conestee Nature Park,
is very important.”

It's important, because the
event reminds people that they
don't have to head to the moun-
tains to find a suitable river-pad-
dling location.

Eventually, Greenville Recrea-
tion plans to establish a Blue
Way Trail along the , and
gﬂ. festival helps toward that

“The crowd we've had has al-
ty big,” he said. “But this is open
and suitable for novice paddlers.
We didn't have anyone spill last
year”

The roughly 3mile stretch of
river from Log Shoals Road to
Greenville Téch's Brashier cam-
pus has some Class IT and even
Class III mgﬁ: depending on
rainfall. In een, there are
stretches of calmer water.

The annual Reedy River paddiefest finishes at the Greenville Tech Brashier campus in Simpsonville.

Participant

check-in and late registration Is at the take-out, located at

Greenville Technical College's Brashier campus on West Georgia

Road, Here Is the schedule for the
I 9:30 a.m. — Check-in and late r

B 10 a.m. — Shuttle service begins.

m 11 am. — Shuttle service ends.
| 11 a.m. — Race starts.
W Moon — Awards ceram

River Paddle Fest on May 14:
ion begins.

ony.
The race fee Is $25. Register at: http://go-greenevents.com/reedyri-

ddlefest

More information and a map are available at: htip://images.go-gree-

‘nevents.co

And again, depending on wa-

ter levels, participants may need

to scout, run or portage through
rapids and/or low spots.

“We say a nuvice paddler can
handle this" Lanahan said.
“There is a big Class I rapid, but
if you keep paddling you can get
through it fine.”

The race has three classes, for
men, women and *m, Time
adjustments are made based on
boat length.

Both kayaks and canoes are al-
lowed, and all paddlers must
wear a Coast Guard-approved
life jacket and helmet at all times
on the river.



