PRT committee recommends grants for’
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SENECA Three Wal-
halla tourism projects re-
ceived a total of $18,600 in
grant recommendations
by the Oconee County
Parks, Recreation and
Tourism Commitiee. -

The committee meét
Thursday to approve rec-
ommendations of seven
prajects in'the county
with fund requests total-
“ing about $68,000. Of those .
requests, $30,000 received. -
recommendations for:
funds from:the county’s
accommodation {ax.

The city of Walhalla re-,
ceived a recommendation
of $4,600 to pave a walk-
way at the Stumphouse
Tunnel. -

. PRT direotor Phil ‘
Shirley said the current
walkway is unsafe.

“This project came
about because | was up
there one day with some

-folks, and a'lady coming -
down the hill'stumbled a
little bit, and every time it
rains there’s a chiance of
washing out some of those
rooks,’_’ he said. "It’s,a

| lease “but When you' ret
7 havmg people fall, it tirns
1ntoasai‘ety issue SR

Thecity of Walhalla - |

accepted full liability for
the property, aocordmg to
the lease.

“The parties agree that
Clemson shallnotbe - °
liable to (Walhalla) for
any injury or damage to
persons,” the lease said.”

~ “(Walhalla) agreesto;,.
hold harmless Clemson
itstrustees, - .
officers and !
employees. - |
from any loss
resulting from .
bodily injuries
(including: -
death) ... orany
claims or suits - .
against Clem-
son, moludmg attorney S .
fees arising directly or
indirectly . outof any act or
failure to act on (Walhal
la’s) part.” :

T T

From Ieft, Rlck Lacey, Phil Shirley, Dan Pollock and
- Rosemary Bailes discuss ATAX fund recommendations for -
Oconee County tourism projects. Pollock expressed con-
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cern’ about a caveat in the Stumphouse Tunnel lease.

_ great opportunity that ac-
commodations taxes could -
be put toward paving{the -
- walkway) and putting up

Pollock said the tunnel is
a “big-out-of-state draw.”

- “Iread the license plates

out there, and it’s always 50

- there and going th_rough
it,” Shirley said.

: Pollock voiced a concern
about the Stumphouse
lease. Clemson University is
leasing the property to the

_ city of Walhalla for 80 years

for-one dollar, according to -
the lease agreement,
“There is a caveat in

' .there that concerns me,” .
said Pollock, who recused

himself from voting due

" to his partneiships with -

thie Palmetio Conserva-

~tion Foundation and city

of Walhalla to construct

. -atrail network on the

propetty. “(The caveat)
speaks to improvements,
and the necessity for the
city of Walhalla to consult

*‘mainder of the request in ‘

the spring,” Shirleyesaid
The Walhalla Civie
Auditorium
! receiveda.
" $10,000 grant _
reoommen- -

P T,

- .ahandrail to assist folks percent out-of:statetags,” with Clemson before those
getting up to the tunnel,” . said Pollock, who isalso - improvements are done.”

‘Shirley said he ap- " president of Walhalla Part-:- - .. According to the lease,

.proaohed the city about . mners for Progress, “Geor-- . . Walhalla “may, with
pavingthe walkway four . -gia, FloridaandNorth =~ - "Clemson s written permis-
yearsago.. - Carolina-are the big énes -~ -sion ... and at no expense

“I met (with. the oity) the . .. and it’s really somethmg o Clemson construct on

first-time to share thagt™ l1ke 20,000 cars a year.” -~ . '*Sald land such'i 1mprove- _
we may have some mioney - - “Committee member 'ments ..-as may be neces-
: available,” he said. “Then - Rosemary Bailes asked sary for the enhancement -
_ Tealled them back this Shirley if tourists visit: the of the property for the
past year and saidThav- . tunnel year round. - R rrpurposes leased.” ,
en’t seen a grant yet and " “Yes. Eveninthe dead = - - Committee member Rick
(PRT would) love tohelp.”  of winter youw're going to Lacey said he understood
Comimittee member Dan  have people walkingup ~ why the caveat is in the
Shirley said at the Aug. - /

18 commiittee meeting’ thatl o

he talked to city admin- f g

_istrator Nancy Goehle | - S
about the lease, -~ o 1. dation., rne .

- “(Goehlei went back to | . auditorium . .
ook at the lease, and she _ " requested its
_sajd the last time they . paved they didn’t need per- _ ‘total budget N

o o : | : ~ mission,” tie satd.“From .- of'$31,500 and

* my standpoint, 1 asked the: , “qualified for .
[¥oR moaz | question; and that was the “$12,285 from ATAX funds.”
answer I was given.”. i~ Walhalla’s Oktoberfest -
To l‘eﬂd an ex‘e“ded The comimittée Tecoms - | received a $4,000 recom-
" version of this story. mended approximately .~ . ‘yendation out of its $6; 000
. with details about al half of the city's r . request. Oktoberfest was.
~ the committee's fund- - g g s eligible for $4,425,°
" ing recommendations, “T"ll contact the ¢i Oconee County: council
visit upstatetoday com about askingfor there- wﬂl yeview the PRT com- ;

mittee’s recommendations
- on-Sept. 6, according to .

" Shirley.

The cominittess next

| : rneeting is Nov 1w



