. seven -
‘nents rose, two fell and .

Optimism rises
amOng Small

busmesses

ByWoodyWhite S
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_ The Nat nal Federa—.
tion of Tndependent
Business said that its: -
Small Busihess = Opti-

" mism index rose 1.8

points in ‘April for a -
post-recessmn hlgh of

952

That marks the flrst- )

."time the index, a widely

followed busmess ba-

| rometer, has crossed the
1 95 mark since 2007,
~ "The NFIB said that
index * compo-.

one was unchanged., -
Still, * NFIB-. chief -
economist, Bill- Dunkel- -
- berg said small business. -
owners are far from sat-

isfied  with business

- conditions, particularly

-with business. policy in-

- Washington.
“Washington remains
"~ ini a stateof policy paral-

| - ysis,” he said. “From the

small business perspec-

" tive, there continues' to:

be no progress-on their
top problems - ¢08t of
health insurance, uncer-

tainty about economic -

. conditions, - energy
_costs, uncertainty about

B governinent actions, un-
.- reasonable -

regulation
- and red tape, and the tax

~code.”.

Ksefia Bushmeneva
. economist for TD. Bank

_ sub-components 1 :
gains, “with- futtire: Ex-
‘ pectatlons

' points,” -
-said; - :
“Improved economlc -
in, - turn. -
. translated into better ' .:
business expansion in-. '

said detaﬂs in'the report S
‘ Were “encouragmg #

‘about " the
economy : rising -by .9
Bushmeneva

-expectations

tentions, .with plans to

increase’ emp‘_loyment,‘ L
‘hoost “inventories ‘and - -

- make capital outlays alt
‘moving higher,  with

gams ranging from.1 to-

3'points,. Business own-- -

- ers” expectations about
future credit condltlons ‘

‘showed - a” small - 1m-
provement,”

But MarkV1tner sen-. :

ior * -economiist . with
“Wells Fargo. Securitiés,
gaid that even. with the
galns, “expectations re-
main exceptionally low.

‘Businesses worry - that -
revenues are  growing
too slowly _relatwe to. -

Tising operatlng costs
and the i mcreasmg regu—
latory burden.”

The NFIB report is . |
based ‘on the responses '

of 1,699 randomly sam-

pled small busine‘sse's in
‘the group’s membet-
ship, surveyed thruugh—
out April.

For the complete re-
port, go to www. nfib.
com/sbetindex.
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