atlons of cemeterles
ntsinto its decision. .

going to.be part of.
oCeSS of 1us selectmg thei

putonthe economic, en--- fa
tnental, cultural and aes- -
mpact of the project,
said Becky Barnes, president
of the Jackson Grove property

Opposmon

Contmued from

to Duke
Energy plan

Proposal includes building
substation, transmission
lines through scenic land
NATHANIEL CARY AND RUDOLPH BELL

 STAFFWRITERS _
NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM -

Opposnlon has assembled quickly toa t

plan by Duke Energy tobuild a substation ;;
near Campobello and run hlgh—powered
‘transmissien lines from the South Caroli-;

- na Upstate to its Asheville power plant. I

- Within the last week, an alliance of|
. Upstate stakeholders formed to coordi-
nate its opposition to the proposal, and on
Tuesday, an attorney took legal action to
squeeze ‘more information out of Duke
Energy about its plans. . v
Hundreds of residents, most irate at
the plan and the sudden_ness of the pro-
posals, showed up to a_public meeting

Tuesday to where Duke. presented the 11,

plans to the Upstate for the first time.

Proposals call (V)
invest $320:million
- graded transmisgion systém.
would build a 500-kilovalt:s
station near Highway 26
Campobello .in -
County, then wo
kilovolt lines a
to be_determmed t

Some came concerned about the aes-
theties of 140-foot tall fransmission tow-’
ers running through pristine mountains
or cutting 8 path across equestrian trails..

needed t 'mprov
tion betw D
Progress(,

Y system
portmg ande) portmg C
and to mcrease electrl '
ity. ..

The rOutes proposa_, 0
brlng the linés, throeugh:S;
tanburg -and Polk . counties
horse country and potentially
through a slice of Greenville
County along scemc Highway

“We livé'in a beautiful, gor--
geous community that this
would just scar,” said Carolme ‘
Young, a resident who came to.”
the meeting. -

érs association, which has .

‘the allianice, N
'hie community is united to
ght the project because of its-
ale and- tmpact on scenery
the tourism aspects of b
um and Tryon area

raik  Holl
] fourtde of’ }}Iaturalarid._'

dland and because all
char1t1es and govern-
‘h /¢ done it

Duke accepted hundreds of
handwritten coriments from
residents Tyesday and encour-
.,aged residents to visit its trans-
-mission ling proJect page on-
+ line to view property maps and
submit comments, said Ryan
Mosier, Duke spokesman '
““We want them to give us

Duke plans to take pubhc 1n- i
" put through’ mid: -August, then
make a final route decision by .
the gnd of the‘year a}l;ld would

s ,‘mformatmn about the plans., !
‘Knie is-worried-aboiit how|

the substatlon would affect theW
1-. hiouse and 20 acres thathis Wlfe-j=
f- . owns about 1,000 feet from the |
T _.-‘proposed development gite at .
: the intersection of Highway 11
and West F‘rontage Road near"f'
Campobello..
- Knie. said. he and h1s w1fe,-i
Grace Kme, Want ‘access to‘

nan, .

, Duke says

deposmons L

"He said two streams and a
lake on the property where the
substation is planned raise en-.|
vironmental concerns and that [
he and his wife are‘concerned
about ‘the prospect of continu-
ous noise,

“We understand this is the
highest v.oltage substation that

i |

Others feared the impact on a burgeoning:
luxury real estate market. Still others. aSsﬁg:gggggho;dss;ﬁdargﬁi‘l;
held health or envirenmental concerns, \Count have formied the Foot-

spec1f1c issues that they have,”
Mosier ‘said. Duke warts to_
khow ‘about properties along

" Knie persuaded J udge Mark

“What we all question is the rationale! hllls reser’vation Alliance to

for disruption to-our ecosystem and, ffor
-0Ur -economy, “environment for se
thing that's not needed, potentially,” &
- Cynthia Boyle; a business owner.” e
) Dukeannouncedplans twomonthsa e
“to, build about 45 miiles of transmission
" Iine as part of what it called a “moderniza-
_ tion plan.” The announcement coincided
~ with Duke Energy Progress’ decision to

‘close its Asheville coal-fired power plant
- and replace it with a natural gas plant.

~wife from examining, testing.

. oranalyzing the acreage wher
- the substation is planned.

the proposed routes ‘80 1t can

THayes to grant atemporary re-
: ‘- :.“:;\ .

124" Dukes Scott,” execufive, di- .
E “rector of the Office of Regula-
' ;’--"strammg order, good for. 10
*".days, blocking Duke from do-j
. Ving anything that would pre-|’
, rvent a representative of his.
“filed: for any. approvals from
South . Carolina Tregulators,

tory ‘Staff, a Seuth: Carolina -
agency charged with protect-
‘ing the public interest in utility-
matters, said. Duke -has not

though he expects that to hap—

- Duke spokesman Ryan Mol:

sier declined to comment o
the case. .
Knie said he expects land

-'owners to file imminent-doi

main lawsuits against: Duki

once the Charlotte-based pow
er company: discloses which o_

various . possible - rotutes

. would use for the transm1ss1o --

' lines planned between the sul
station in Spartanburg Coumj
. and the power plant in- Ash
- ville.

pen eventuail

ot 'said he suspects that
roject constitutes a “ma-
Jorutility facility” under South'
-Carolina law.

If so, Duke would need fo ob—
tain permission from the South
Carohna Public Service Com-
‘mission, Scott said. )

He said three other South
Carolina agencies - the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, the
Department of Health and En-
vironmental Control and the
Department of Parks, Recrea-

‘tion and Tourism - would be

parties to any PSC hearing.



