Offcals: Economic devclopment tlzcd as sccond among 10

project wﬂl attractbusiness __ Lew
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SALEM Opportumty
has been knocking on the
door of Salem town offi-
cials for many vears, but
without essential infra-
structure-they have had
to turn developers and

: busmess suitors away.

- That’s why town lead-
ers were ecstatic when
Oconee County Counc1l
approved a capital Proj-
Bets sales tax referendum
Question with 10 pro_';ects
that inclhdes thelr propos

| gnmen no*s'g o

This‘its the fourth of s
Muili-part series coyeri

n
potentlal additional | costg
- for the projects included in

the Otonee County Capita} - |

Sales Tax Referend
um,
- which wil] be put to voters
sn the November electlon

al for northern e '
delx‘relopment conomlc '
he 10 projects hay
e -
a combined pricetag of
$36 5 m1111on including

SEE DPPOI!TUNITV,_ PAGEAS

$1.1 m1111on for northern .

devélopiment.

Not only did Salem g
proposal ake the list, it
wag prioritized as second
among the 10 pI‘O]eCtS

The projects will remain.. !
a wish list that can only

. become reality if a majori-

ty of Oconeg'Gounty voters:
approve the referenduin

' Nov, 4. To payfor the proj-

ects, voters would have

te agree to ihcreasethe - __:-_'

county s gales tax, which: -

- {g applied to ‘averything ex—

cept food, from the current
six cents to seven cents on
the dollar. :

During a recent publlc
forum to inform voters -

about the referendum and'
what’s at stake, which

was hosted by the Oconhee
County Chamber of Com-: -
merce, Salem town clerk
Kim Alexander talked
about the need for the
northern economic devel-
opment project. She said

" the project would extend: -

the water lings from Salem
city limits td Tamassee,
providing a water supply

- loop along the 8.C. High-

way 11 corridor; -

The extension of water
infrastructure made pos-
gible by the-proj ject,along -
with other initiatives to add
power facilities in the area,
would be instrumental in
attracting businesses and
not having to turnaway
developers, Alexander said.

“A nuihber of developers

:,.‘:'have come to the town

from time to time over
the past several years and

requested service, and it’s .

not there,” Alexander said.

#A g you drive on Highway

11, you see aread with

- stores and restaurants, but.
' there isno area with the -
infrastivicture to develop a
. 3shopp1ng center.”..

“Two of the county 5
crown jewels — Ialges Jos .

cassee and Keowee — bor-

der thehorthern economie
development aresgy The.
-lakes help: brig visitors -

_ and newresidents to the

‘county, and that in turn .

~would potentially bring -~
-~mererouftops, retail and .
commercial developments;
according to Alexander.

“#Tfwe could develop .. -

“those two utilities (power
- and water) in the ground,
. then developers can-come

in and they can build,” .

- © Alexander said.

Although most of the . -

_northern economic devel-

opment project would'fall -

outside Salem city Limits,
Alexander said it would -

‘be part of the-town’s water
-gystem. Salem'’s water:

system is the town’s big

'moneymaker and n:s reve-

nues are used to augment-

the town's budget, :
"Salent's water enter-

prise fundis closing in -

“on $900,000 a year, whiéh -

eclipses the town’s budget

by almost $400,000.: A
If voters approve thie:= .. °

referendum, Saleém would.

- be regponsible for owning,

maintaining, and fixing. -
those lines if they ever =

rupture once the: northern '

development pro}ect is-

~ built.

County admmlstrator

- §eott Moulder has made it -

clear no.additional county
funds would be channeled
to northern development:
with public funds. -

* Tho sales tax increase is
estimated to generate $41. -

million in revemies over
eight years, which would .
be'the extent of taxpayers’

" commitment tothe 10-°
'capltal projects.

Salem likely would not

“need further assistance, if "

whatleaders say would be
a development boom in the
arca pans out as they s4ay.
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