Offecials push
lask force for
Froject North

Panel would chart course
on Highway 11 property
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WALHALLA — Oconee officials are

inclined to set up a special advisory group

to help guide development of the 415-aore
= Highway 11 tract purchased
) as Project North,
Tom Markovich, an offi-
cial with the Homebuiiders
Association of Ocones, SLg:

comments this week that a
task force be oredted, He said
the advisory group should be
. comprized of people invalved
Ht economie development and totirism.

“This property is much toio valuahle tg
Just furn it into an induastrial pari " May-
kovieh gaid,

County Administiatar Scott Moulder
said the county would close oh the $2.5
million deal by the end of the month,

Councilman Paul Corbeil said he’s a)-
ready been cirenlating an outline ofz plan
for the property that includes forming an
advisory board. . 1

“That advisory group would not be g
shortterm fix of 30, 60 or 90 days,” Corbei]
added. “If would stay there during the
development process.”. |

Councilman Joel Thrift said he is think.
ing along the same lines.

Corbeil
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gested during eouncil's puhlic
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"It is my hope that we
appoint a blue ribbon

panel, just as we did with
the sewer project ...” Thrift

said. “This will be ad-

tion for the sake of discus-
sion.

“] think that's the way
we ought to go with this,”
McCall said. “Let’s bring
in a professional and let’s
market thig thing. Other-

n the’ i ise, it’s going to be like
Elig SSeea(.jri’fl T K&e hayfield ... we're s:}tting
Cgum'il members dove on it and sitting 0{3 it.
into a spirited discussion McCall's hayﬁi ti;s a
on Project North atthetail  direct r:et‘ema-m:'%3 0 eerce
end of this week’'s meeting ~ Golden Corner ?’rlnmthat‘s
[ when District 2 Council- Park site in Faurd ay
man Wayne McCall in- gone u_ndevelope ] smcet
l troduced a motion recom- a previous counf:ll_ spen
mending that marketing more than $2 million on
and sale of the property 400 acres. o
b put into the hands of a Corbeil said he ;vi s
professtonal firm working not hav,e problems “ut Ly
on commission. MecCall's suggestion b hf
Corbeil seconded themo-  not think the time is right.

wants to hire m

Jt's premature for us
to tie our hands before we
havea plan done to decide
how exactly we're going to
sell ., " Corbeil said.

Thrift said that before

any marketing is done
engineers would have to
figure out the best point of
entry for sewer and water
into the property. He sajd
Walhalla and Westminster
officials have agreed to
jointly put water and sewer
to the property line at no
cost to the county.

“But it's got to be in the
proper place so it doesn't
costan arm and a leg to
run it throughout the prop-
erty,” Thrift added,

Even Councilman Mario

arketing firm

Suarez, participating in his
finalvegular council meet-
ing before leaving office,
landed a parting shot at
McCall's suggestion.

“What I don’t under-

stand 18, Wayne, you voted
against the praject,” he
said. “Now vou wantta

go very, very fast. I don't
understand.”

McCall responded
vehemently: “Look, wa've
tied up $2.5 million of the
taxpayers’ money. Whether
I voted for it or not, I'm
still responsible for those
taxpayers®

Taken to a vote, McCall’s
motion wasg defeated.
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