Officials: ‘Cliff
deal reached
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The moon rises behind the U.S. Capitol Dome on Sunday in Washington as Congress

worked into the late evening to reso
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WASHINGTON — Rag-
ing against the clock, the
“White House reached
apreement with congres-
gional Republicans late
Monday on a deal fo
prevent across-the-board
tax increases and spending
cuis to government pro-
grams from taking effect
atmidnight, according to
administration and Senate
Demperatic officials,

These officinls said a New
Year’s Evevote in the Sen-
ate to ratify the deal was
possible later in the eve-
ning, barring opposition
from majority Democrats.

There wasno immediate
confirmation from aides
to the top Republicans in,
Congress, Sen. Mitch Me-
Connell and House Speaker
John Boehner.

Vice President Joseph
Biden headed for the Capi-
tol to brief'the Democratic
rank and file.

The officials who de-
scribed the developrnents

did soon condition of ano-
nyimity, saying they were
notauthorized to discuss
the defails.

Hours earlier, President
Barack Obama said, "It ap-
pears that an agreement to
prevent this New Year’s tax
hike iz within sight. ... But
it's not done,” he added of
legislation that redeems his
campaign pledge to raise
taxes on the wealthy while
sparing the middle ¢lass.

Even by the dysfunc-
tional standards of gov-
ernment-by-gridlock, the
activity at both ends of
historic Pennsylvania Av-
grve was remarkable as the
White House and Congress
strugeled over legislation
to prevent a “fiscai cliff” of
tax increases and spending
cuts.

As darkness fell on the
last day of the year, Obama,
Biden and their aides
were at work in the White
House, and lights burned
in the House and Senate.
Democrats complained
that Obama had given
away too much in agreeing

fve the stalemate over the pending “fiscal cliff.”

to limit tax increases to
incomes over $450,000, far
above the $250,000 level he
campaigned on. Yet some
Republicans recoiled at the
prospect of raising taxes

at all.

Alate dispute over the
estate tax produced allega-
tions of bad faith from all
sides. -

Senate Republican
leader Mitch MeConnell
— shepherding final talks
with Biden — agreed with
Obama that an overall
deal was near. In remearks
on the Senate floor, he
suggested Congress move
quickly to passiax legisla-
tion and “continue to work
on finding smarter ways to
cut spending” next year.
~ The White House and
Democrats initially de-
clined the offer, preferring
to prevent the cuts from
kicking in at the Pentagon
and domestic agencies
alike. Officials said they
might yet reconsider, al-
though there was also talk
of a short-term delay in the
reductions, -
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