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- County 5 economlc .
- landscape is set to change
drastically'in the near ..

. future’;-and, its infrastruc-.
tureisrunning a race to -

'-keep yp with-its: growth
- That was the collective
| message of three county:

. - . department heads who . -,

- - addressed a subcommittee . -

.- . of the.county’splanning
- comrissionthat met this
- - week toreview:its compre-
certalnty to- people that

- hensive plan and current

: Richard Blackwell
' was first to/addréss the

. commissioners who com: .

prised the subcommittee .
Monday, and the Oconee.
Economic:Allianée direc:
" torieffered suggestionsito -
promote future growthy -

-+ Blackwell cited Oconee’s
Togation on the I-85 cor-.
_ridor:and. proximity to

. Greenville, Spartanhurg, '

CharlotteAtlanta and .

their respective airports ’

as reasons:the county is
posxtloned Well economi
- cally.--
. “We are creatmg aware:

- nessithat-weare Ocohee. - :

County, South Careli-
~ha;and we are open for
- business,”hesaid: “It. may
- ot be next Tuesday; bt
1guarditee you we will
.look much different-in the
hext four to-five years, 1f
"netonetotwo v
- Blackwellpointed. to
' a shortage of affordable
housing for the employees
coming to the atea due
1o economic-expansion -
as one.gbstacle Qcones -
wolld need to overcome,
He-also spoke:about the -
‘importance of zoning to

the county’s economy and

urged the subcommmittee
to work to ensure indus--
tr1a1 and commerc1a1

_ the ‘Z’ word,; ut— Idon't :

.- Fair Play asa locatlon

-~ Road and Bount)’rland

. the subcommittse next | ‘

‘It wnII be pretty much
like lighting a.match in
southern Oconee County

_ Richard Blackwell e
- Economlc alllance dlrector

of 1ts solid waste efforts,_‘i-, S
“but as ec nomic growth -+, -

“Some'people may hate N

but it proir 288 level of

ner Co mea:ce Park near

‘with tremendous growth
potent1a1 P

Blackwell sa1d he B
expected the growth to be
gin 'once the park’s sewer "
is completed by the end of
the year. .

" “Tt will be pretty much .
* like lighting amatch in -

southern Oconee?County,” .

. high-dénsity areaas far as !
-evelopment.”

: Blackwell pointed to the

© U.S:Highway 123 corridor.

as the county’s “main.. .
artery” for-commercial

‘development, along:with - .

‘the adjoining Sheep Farm
areas.

Interms of the county s
current land use map,

sought 1nput from. county

- engineer Mack Kelly, who

addressed how Qconee’ s .
roads and bridges are
positioned to keep up w1th

- its-growth.

Kelly differentiated be-

' trickles down and: makes, o
our system even worse.” :

"Kelly also broached the -~ ﬁ.'

,subject of impact fees, . . =
-which he beheves should; '

take on ex1st1ng 1nfr
structure
“When We add a

: _-5 OOO-pere_on commun_ity '
o and.we're maintaining -
. that road,usage -—how.are ..
we. gotng toipay. for that in
.ﬁ . .15 years when that voad. -
.- needs. maintenance‘? " he
said, |

Swain Stlll who d1

o ”rects the county’s sohd

waste department satd -

+ the county is *fairly Well

‘ line, 0 there is no expan«, i
. _.sionupon those unless -
_ you buy more pr()perty SRR

-Reeyeling is a major: .

* benefit tothe county’s
. -economic health; said -

' Still, who'pointed out that_: '
~-Oconee averages a profit. .

-0 $80:t0 $100.per tonon .
._recycling, 88 opposed to
. - baying $30 per.ton. for

sohd waste disposal
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