(ouncil to consider moacis
to account for population shifts

BY CANLOS GALARZA
THE HOLRNAL

WALHALLA — Oconee
County's voting districts
likely will undergo changes
before the 2012 elections,

-~ The 2010 11.S. Census
indicates that much of the
growth in Oconee is taking
place in County Council
District 5, which 1ikely
would trigger changes to
the council districts.

“There will be changes,”

district gets too large, some
of its numbers might go to

' another district to achieve

_Another possible sce-
narin.m:.a-;_hi'-:-.ﬁngthat
. balance could be increas-
ing the number of council
districts to seven, which
“I've heard there's been

some interest in increasing.

the number of districts,”
County Administrator
Scott Moulder said Thurs-
info n-and models of
how the districts might be
configured, but it would be
up to counil to decide how
to balance it out.
Moulder said one of the
models to be presented to
_council is one showing how
a seven-district map might

look like.

*We're not proposing &
specifle model,” Moulder
said.

The county boss indi-
cated that a counecil work:
shop would be scheduled
to make the redistricting
presentation. Moulder has
yet to pick a date.

Any redistricting plan
to achiave "Ideal” district

opulation would require
state and federal approval.

Planning Director Art
Holbrooks indicated earlier
this year that the ideal

' district population for five

districts should be 14,855,
which is derived from
dividing Oconee’s 2010
Census tu_l‘.&_]'_pup}ilntlbh of
74,273 by five.

Holbrooks said the re-
districting lines have tobe -
redrawn inadvance of the
2012 elections.

The ideal district popu-

lation has Inereased by
1,612 gver the past 10 years
Holbrooks added.

Councilman Reg Dexter
represents District 5, which
takesinthe gouthern part
of the county, including
Fair Play, State High-
way 59, & portion of State
Highway 11 and a section
pf Interstate 85, District &
stretches east to horder the
high-growth Sene ca-Clent-
SO -dlrea.

Dexter could not be
reached for comment
Thursday.

*

cerlos@dallyim com | (864) 9736635

‘Oconee voting district
1l Ye: ;‘lllWO.I'kS

w1l » 2 1



