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SENECA— A $2 billion package
of safety upgrades should give
DcongeNuclear Stationa jump on
coming requirements for the na-
tion's nuclear power plants, a Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission of-
ficial said Wednesday.

Projects planned years before
aMarch 11 earthquake and tstuna-
mi erippled Japan's Fukushima
Dai-ichi plantgive Oconee a head
start;, said Victor McCree, NRC
regional administrator.

“The work is adding safety
margins,” MeCree said.

Although Duke Energy’s near-
1y completed list of projects to
prepare the relicensed plant for
its next 20 years is unrelated to
recommendations by a post-Fu-
kushima task force for new pro-
tections, there's overlap, McCree
said,
“It's likely that Oconee and
Duke will be able to take credit
forthe enhancementsit is making
in response te¢ Fukushima,”
McCree told GreenvilleOnline-
.com.

Projects include a digital con-
version of control room safety
systems, enhanced protection
against tornadoes, high winds,
fire, pressurized steam line
breaks and flooding.

“Fukushima validated deci-
siong (Duke) made nearly 10
years ago,” said Preston Gilles-
pie, site vice president at Qconee.
“It's really fortunate for us that
| we got started early.”

NRC officials were at Qconee
on Wednesday for an update on
the projects.

The digital conversion of the
Unit 1 control room last June was
the nation's first and has been
problem-free since going into op-
eration, Gillespie said.

Extensive advance planning
paid off, Gillespie said.

The digital system was in-
stalled in & training facility for
about three years and bugs were
worked out during that time, and
the new system is more reliable
and easier for operators to use
than the old analog system, Gil-
lespie said.

The Unit3 control room safety
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systems will be converted
inthe spring, and Unit 2 will
beconverted next year, said
Scott Lynch, general man-
ager of Oconee Major Pro-
Jects, who gave details of
the upgrade progress and
plans to the NRC.

A "huge effort’ to fur-
ther protectagainst natural
forces such as tornadoes
and high winds is done,
Lynch said.

_ More than 618 tons of
structural steel, 450 cubic

yards oI concrete ana-su
tons of rebar are in place,
andabout 11,300 squarefeet
of a polymerbased resin
fabric is wrapped over
some brick walls, he said.
A protected service wa-
ter system to back up the
station's standby shutdown
facility is almost complete,
and changes to reduce fire
risk have been implement-
ed, Lynch said. 1
Major work ahead in-
cludes addition of main
steam isolation valves to
add protection if a high

pressuresteam line breaks,
Lynch said,
Meanwhile, MeCree

said tne NKL 15 moving ror-
ward on the Fukushima
task force reécommenda-
tions. | .
A draft letter recentt
sentto Ocenee and all of the
nation's pperating nuclear

power plants asks for de-

tails on testing of nozzles,
hoses and other equipment
for firefighting and spent
fuel pool protection, com-
munication devices such as
radios and satellite phones,
and vehicles to move porta-
ble emergency pumps.

The letter also asks for
details on agreements with
emergency support agen-
cies suc¢h as law enforce-

ment, JIre aéparuments ana
locat hospitals.

Sandra Magee, a Duke
spokeswoman, said the ad-
ditional details request
willbeprovided totheageh-
¢y, including information
on testing and frequency of
testing of equipment. :

Oconee has agreements
with local and state emer-
gency response agencles
and hospitals and has “a
_very strong emergency re-
sponse plan,” Magee said.

“We routinely test ¢
emergency plan throy
planned emergency drills
withthese agencies partici-
paﬁng-”



