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gars at the county airport ($1 mil-

t lion) and library system upgrades
($350,000).

| The budget vote Tuesday essen-

I tially reverted to a previous version

- that inciuded a 1.32-mill increase,

- but Cain further motioned to add
two items that were removed within
that version — his motion restored
the county’s clerk of court to a full-
time position from a part-time one
(at a cost of $14,564) and restored -
one of two shared planning posi-
tions that were included in Mould-.
er’s original presentation ($56,972).

Those in favor of the tax increase
made the case that they were only
avoiding what would be an even
larger hike in the next cycle, as
Moulder said a balanced budget

F improi}rements ($6,750,000), 14-T-han-
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| next year would require a toial of

4.32 mills ever the two-year period
without additional cuts., .
Moulder said the county had

| added almost $2 million in expenses

from its FY 2016 budget without add-
I ing any revenue.
For citizens; the 1.5-mill 1ncrease )
would mean an additional $6 in

property {axes on a primary resi-
dence valued at $100,000.

Dexter opened the arguments in
favor of the tax increase, calling the
version of the budget that did not
include one — thanks in large part
to redirecting $400,000 in revenue

- from the county’s rock: quarry

disaster.” o
“Taking $400 DOO from the rock
guarry is justnot-smart manage-
ment of our funds,” he said. g
Dexter was also the first to make :
the argument that the county was

" approximately five mills shy of

ditures,
“This just makes sense to anyorie

who deals with a household budget.

.. As long as my revenue is better

than my expenditures, T have a smile

onmy face,” he said. “As soon as that-

goes the other way, I've got a prob- ‘
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having its revenue match its expen- |
|

lem. ... It’s not good management to

keep on postponing the inevitable,”
McCall said the county needed

to focus on getting spending under

.control before it raised taxes,

“We're responsible for the taxpay-. \

ers’ money,” he said. “We-don’t have
any money, As a county govern-

ment, we needto hold off and say,
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._‘_ “We're going to dlg our heels in
‘ unti] after reassessment and we see’

what the priorities are.’

3 “We need to say we’re going to run
it like a business,” he added, “If I.

ran my business this way, we’d have
been bankrupt years ago.” ‘
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He said county government differed
from private business because the
_goal was not to make a profit,

“We've got to do what’s necessary

from a revenue standpoint to cover

- the bases,” he said.

. In terms of revenue, Moulder said
that based on early numbers from

_ reassessment, the county would see

residential home values stay the
same, if not decrease stightly, But
he also said the value of a county.
mill is on the rise based on securing
economic development projects.

With no hospitality tax, Cain ar- -
gled the county had, for all intents
and purposes, the lowest taxes in
the state,

“We have cut and cut and cut ...

. and we continue to spend the tax-

payers’ money very wisely and very
efficiently,” he said.
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