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WALHALLA Oconee re51—
dents will sooncbe-able to-watch
county council méetings from
" the comfort of their own homes
.oranywhere else.an’ 1nternet
‘ connectlon igavailable;
County‘administrator: Scott
K Moulder said.at council’s Deg.
20'meetingthat testing: wag:
taking place on a camera-and.
recording system to:broadcast
live feeds of all meetings in -
. council chambers via YouTube.
‘Moulder said the hope is to:
start live broadcasting the
meetings over the internet be-
ginning with the first meeting
of the new year on Jan. 3. The
county will also archive the
- meetings for future viewing,
The subject was broached at
council’s budget, finance and
- administration committee
meeting, Chairman Paul Cain
saifl the sounty should consider
offering a video feed because
- it is sometimes difficult for
residents to attend councll ‘
meeétings, :
- “For transparency purposes
“it might be good to allow the -
Ppublic to watch our meetings
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| - come down quite Abit
. .and the guality of the
;v1deos and all that has.

. take place or1 bx

.- gystem in counci =
.-bers, which he- labelé
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over the 1nternet » he '
‘said. “Considering how -
' technology costs have ¢

‘gone way up; I thought
now mlght be.a good ;

-any. pubhc meetn_qg
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Moulder agreed it
would be necessary to up-

- grade the sound system. -

#We could possibly

*drop some additional

(mlcrophones) justfor

< "that recordmg sy‘stem

‘hé said:
Moulder estlmated the -

- .search:Ocehee County, .
' you won’t find these -

. meetlngs juist ot onthe -

internet;” he said, “You
have to be directed to-it by
a specialized locked link :

- that we would provide on
. our web page.” y

 Moulder said the system
would not requlre the .
county. to have any data

storage capabilitiesby &

using YouTube.-
It truly minimizes

- your costs 1o nothmg but

. . Acamera,”he sa1d “The

'cost on the;technology at
“less than $4,000” |
. “We had the IT depart- |
ment do some research
into how we could poten-

 tially set this system up, '

and.one of our IT people |

 'is actually really big into

YouTube and actually
makes money on the side|
domg whatever he’ does ;
on YouTube,” hesaid, .
“Arid-‘what He has recom—
mended .. is. basmal]y

-+ 4o purchase.a:decent,:
.- high: deﬁnltlon camera, _

: whlch ismi 1imal cost;.

— like $2,000 for, the |
_camera 1tsel£~m and then ‘

meeting, The meetmg - t

’ —would. actually be held |

. 'joked . live on YouTvibe, as well -

' ft: wthing ' asalive feedonour .-'[

-that also needed to be - “website using a YouTube
addressed is the acou t1c . format.” :

Moulder sald that

-~ would allow pégple to i
. gotothe county website’
— oconeesc.com —orto

“YouTube and watch the
-meeting llve while algo -
- heingableto v1ew.rén |
archive of past meetings.
“The beauty of itis . -
it's alocked YouTube
account, so if you go to .
You’I‘ube — Just out in

, addit_iona_l _costs ,would-be
running thenetwbrk wire,
obviously the mounting -
and the power to run it
and that kind of thing.”

Moulder estimated the =~

life of the eqiiipment at
._three to five years,
Councilwoman Edda, ..
_Cammick said she had

- " been approached by four

residents at a recent Repub-
Tlican Party meeting about

the possibility of broadcast- .

) mg the meetings,

they don’t want to come

to-the meetings; it’s that .
they don’t like driving at.
night,” she said. :
The committee voted
unanimously to advance
the meeting to full coun- ©

© cil, Cammick motioned at

council’s Nov. 15 meeting
to direct Moulder to pro-
ceed with the purchase

of equipment in order to
begin the broadcastmg of
meetings in council cham:
bers, It was approved -

: ) ' unammously.
‘The problem isn’t that e
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