WALHALLA Oconee _
County. is set totake the next _
step in ‘handing over operations
of its $14.7 millien middle-mile
broadband network to a local
communications company. -

Atits 6 p.m. scheduled meet-
ing today, county council will’
hear first reading in title only
of an ordinance to execute a -

band I)I"JeCt PROIECT Budget

‘hearing also set for -
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in 2010 whlch st111 required -

Oconee to shell out more than

" $4,9 million to get the network

- off the ground, - 2t
+ “The ¢ountyhas yet to be able .
-~ - tb recoup- 1ts investment, and as|

. The Journal reportéd in April, [

‘the totalnet loss for the hlstory
f the prolect is’ 5,863,456,

Moulder said then that the -
. county w111 continue accu— '

SEE PIlOlEC'I'. PAGF. AS

Moufder

‘been finalized, as .
the éounty is still

-awalting “some of OrieTone’s
comments » But Moulder said

| contract has not yet

tomght S mcctmg
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mulatin'g deht. unti‘l a

" contract with OneTone
. Telecom is finalized,

at which point he is
hopeful it will begin to

Yecoup itsloss,

“The way it’s going to

. be structuredis it will

be a set price,” he said.
“We're basically going
to tell them, ‘Over this

. 20-year period, you’re

going to pay back $5.8
million, angd you’ll make
payments every year —
at present value — until

--it’s paid off. So in the-

end, the county will -
be made whole of the
project.” -

-The county 1n1t1a11y

_ sent requests for qual-

ification to 81 firms,
only three of which

- submitted proposais in
- January, An evaluation

committee reviewed and
scored the proposals -

and recommended two
firms — OneTone Tele-
com and WC Fiber of
Abbeville —to contmue
to Phase 2. -
After receiving new -

‘proposals from the two
" prequalified firms, the

same group scored fhe
proposals dnd recom-

-mended OneTone Tele-

com for the award.
“Financially, we need

a long-termplan to

recover what has been

Anvested,” Moulder sald

in April,-.

. Also on fonight’s meet-
1ng agenda is the second
of two public hearings -
ahead of third and final
reading of the coutity’s
fiscal year 2017 budget,
as well as the budgets

" - for the School District of
. Oconee County and the
- Keowee H'ire Spemal Tax
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the county 1s -’.‘-homng”. to have -
the deal finalized by council’s
- ‘nextmeeting July 19..
“We wanted-to have ﬁrst
. reading ih title only sincewe . -
- only have one moeting in'July. -
- .. and one meeting in August,” -
Moulder said. *This would help
to speed up the process some.”
In-April, council approved a
recommendation fromcoun-
-ty staff to allow OneTore to
lease and operate the county s

~,
N

'250 plus-m., ﬁber optlc net
" work for up 20 years, as well

- ‘as to allow:Moulder to negotlate
".the contract:’

' The company would be re— S
sponsible for the complete oper-
ations.of the'broadband project,
although the county would have

- some bversight and technical

assistance requirements. ' - .
The Fiber Optics’ Creatlng

*“Unified Selutions project won o
T two-_thirds foderal funding * ~



