Oconee reactor back online

Leaking valve repaired; no safety threat, Duke says

By Eric Connor

Staff writer

One of Oconee Nuclear Sta-
tion’s three atomic reactors has
resumed service after a mal-
function caused an unplanned
shutdown four days ago.

Puke Energy began power-
ing the reactor up over the
weekend, and full power was
reached on Monday, company
spokeswoman B.J. Gatten said.

A leaking valve operator dis-
rupted how water flowed

through the reactor’s steam-
generation system, leading to a
shutdown last Thursday.

The valve has since been re-
paired, and the malfunction in
Unit 3 wasn’t considered a safe-
ty threat, U.S. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission spokesman
Roger Hannah said,

The shutdown of Unit 3 left
Oconee with only one operating
reactor during repair.

A second reactor, Unit 2, has
been offline since Oct. 12 for
scheduled refueling, according

to an NRC reactor status report.

In that time, Gatten said,
Duke has relied on “a diverse
fleet of power generating sta-
tions.” She said the outages
won't affect ratepayers’ bills
and won't interrupt service.

The NRC isn’t planning to ex-
plore whether the malfunctions
could-occur at the other two re-
actors, and the agency didn’t
identify any violations, Hannah
said.

“The licensee will have to de-
termine if it is a potential prob-
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with the feedwater
valye,” she said.
Oconee will per-
form a detailed evalua-
tion and will consider
whether additional ac-
tions are necessary af-
ter the evalvation is
complete, Gatten said.
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lem on the other units,” Hannah
said. “We are not conducting in-
spections for that at this time
because these are not safety-re-
lated valves and have negligible
contribution to plant risk.”
Oconee engineers are using
the refueling shutdown of the
second reactor to inspect the
same equipment that malfunc-
tioned en Unit 3, Gatten said.
“As far as Unit 1, we have im-
plemented additional monitor-
ing of the same component to al-
low us to identify any indica-
tions of changing conditions
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