Oconee planners
digest massive
zoning request

Group asked to revisit
Fairview community decision
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WALHALLA — Oconee
County planners put their
arms around a8 massive

i Keowee Key/Stamp Creek

rezoning petition for the
first time Monday night
and also heard aplea to
revisit the controversial
Fairview Community zon-
ing decision,

Gary Owens of Salem
presented the 2, 858-parcel
petition encompassing
4,658 aores, which repre-
sents the largest rezoning
request to come bafore the
(conee County Planning
Commission to date.

During public com-
ments, David MeMahan
called on the Planning
Commission torevisit the
North Falrview petition in
light of emails the county
turned over ds partofa
Fresdom of Information
Act request.

MceMahan said the
emails show that members
of County Council and the
Planning Cominission, as
well as Planning Depart-

ment staff, the County
Attorney and members
of Advocates for Quality
Developmerit Inc., dis:
cussed how to handle the

Fairview petition. He said
members of the Fairview

community were excluded
from those email exchang-

25,

“We believe thiz was
inappropriate and pub-
lic business was being
conducted outside a public
forum through elecirenic
gommunication,” Me-
Mahan said ina written
statenent.

In preseiting the petlk
tion, Owens called himself
as the coordinator of the
request hecause he said
that others participated in
collecting signatures as
well.

As submitted, the
petition seeks to rezone
approximately 99 percent
of the 2,858 parcels as Lake
Residential District.
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Another 14 parcels
would be rezoned into
Community Commercial
District, four properties
wiould become Residential
District and anothey par-
cel would be rezoned into

the Public and Recreation-

al Liands District.

Representatives from
Keowee Key, Riverstone
and Keowee Harbor com-
mumnities also endorsed
the petition during public
comiments.

The commission heard
from Oconee County
Councilman Wayne
MeCall and his brother,
Keller McCall, who
own commercial prop-
erty within the petition’s
boundaries.

The brothers were ada-
mant in their position that
the courts have npheld
their deeded rights and
that those rights trump
the zoning petition,

Roberta Barton re-
quested that her family’s
property, which has been
used to grow timber for
more than 100 years, be
removed from the Keowee
Key/Stamp Creek petition.

“Lagree in protecting
the lake, but don't com-
promise other people’s
property,” Barton said.

The commission put
off making dany decisions
on the petition untii next

month so it has time to
review the requaest,

In the meantime,
MecMahan asked each
commission member in
attendance whether they
would look at a disk of the
emails obtained through:
the FOIA request. :

They all said they woulfl.
. “Wearerequesting
remediation; we believe
it starts with you the
Planning Commission,”
McMahan said.
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