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oconee Nuclear sits amid thousands of

She's a cancer Survivor
And she lives in the sha-
dows of the Oconee plant at
Keowee Key.

"Having been a cancer
surviver, | think it's an ex-
cellent idea,” she said.

“Before we moved here,
we called the NRC and
wanted to make sure that
this was a safe plant,” said
Turetzky, who was diag-

homes and high-end developments. nosed with breastcancerin leases comes from the Ger- “YWhat you are see-
| 1991 and moved to Lake Ke- man and other European . . 11
owee three years later. studies, which he believes 1118 a generally
Newer analytical tools provide evidence of eleva- understood need
and information, including  tions in childhood cancer, tak T
damhaseajsh un-ﬂc_:imce&' diag- parﬁctﬂarlyleu(lj(lerrﬁa_ - to take a 100 a'E’
noses rather than deaths,  Yetmany studies,includ-  thig issue again.
and the ability to examine ing the German study, link this ‘ISSIIG 84
smaller geographical childhood cancers to nu- Kevin Crowley, SrtrLllgr?ager

nuke In
|cancer

study

areas, have been devel
oped in the past two dec-
ades, and the NRC wants a
new study, Burnell said.
The agency has asked
the National Academy of
Sciences to conduct the
new study, and a commit-
tee of experts is being se-
lected for the first phase,
which will determine how

clear plants but assume
that releases were insuffi-
cient to cause them, lead-
ing some researchers to
conclude that there’s "no
explanation,” Wing said.
Wing also said he is con-
cerned about increased
risk as the nation’s miclear
power plants age. “This is
an issue now across the

be very challenging” be-
cause the nation’s nuclear
plants have been in opera-
tion for decades and people
have moved in and out of
the surrounding commun-
ities, population numbers
have changed, and plant

to conduct it, The second United States,” Wing said. operations have changed,
phase will be the actual The Centers for Disease Crowley said.
i . study. Control and the Agency for ~ That's why the first
Latest tools will updatﬁ While the nuclear indus-  Toxic Substances and Dis- phase will determine how
earlier I‘BBEEIGh that } try supports the study, its ease Registry have no rec- the study should be con-

found no risk near plants ‘

leaders said nuclear power
plants pose no risk to pub-
lic health and safety.

ord of any health risk as
sessments or site work in
the area of Qconee Nuclear

ducted, Crowley said.
Public involvement is an
important part of the proc-

By Anna Simon Radiation exposure “is Station in the past 10 to 15 ess. Nominations to the
Eaﬁﬁ?uﬂmﬁﬁhnm | strictly regulated and is years, said Bernadette Bur- study -commiittee are now
o PpE——— controlled at levels that are  den, a CDC spokeswoman. being taken, and “any
For people living ﬂe@; nuclear po 2| just a fraction of federal ra=  The new National Acade- names received will be taks
plants, there has been d’-”% diation safety standards set my of Sciences study “will en very seriously,” Crow-
cErn a!:ﬂul mﬂmtlis.l:;h mﬂ}atln iclear | by the Environmental Pro- 2
During the five £5 tection Agency and the

reactors have dotted the nation’s land- |
scape, however, there’s been noscience
to shale the confidence of federal over- |
sight agencies on tv. .
1gR(:':gulat|::-rs relied on a 1990 National
Cancer Institute study of cancer deat

NRC,” said Steve Kerekes,
spokesman for the Nuclear
Energy Institute, an indus-
{ry organization.

“There is an abundance
of precaution that is taken
to be sure public health is
protecied,” Kerekes said.
Prior health studies “have
shown no adverse health

tween areas Wi
wiﬂlouls,saidSmttBu;’ngﬂofﬂae
ar Regulatory Commussion. | _

Now the government is going to take
another look, and one place they're go-
ing to examine is the area around the
Qcomee N et S,
Duke Energy complex near

Reggie Turetzky thinks it's a good
idea for at least a couple of reasons.

See STUDY on page 13A

He said it's appropriate
for the nation to update the
research. “The better un-
derstanding we can get of
safety associated with nu-
clear power operations is
welcomed,” Kerekes said.

[hike Energy monitors
air, water, ground water,
vegetation, fish, and sam-
ples of milk produced atlo-
cal diaries, and resulis
show no reason for con-
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cern, said Sandra Magee,
spokeswoman at the Oco-
nee plant, which is ringed
by thousands of homes and
high-end developments.
Jim Warren, executive
director of NC WARN, a
Iiurth Call;t:lﬁn&based ni-
clear watchdog group, said
few health smdi‘e'sphave
been done, so there's Liitle
real knowledge of the im-
pact of “routine emissions”
from nuclear plantsinto the
air and water and leakage
of tritium and other radio-
active materials under-

ground,

A German study that
found high rates of child-
hood leukemia near a mr
clear power plant and a
neighboring nuclear re
search operaton raise
questions for Warren and
for Kevin Crowley, who will
be the project manager for
the National Academy of
Sciences study.

“What you are seeingisa
generally understood need
to take a look at this issue
agrain. I think that's why the
Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission came to us,” he
said.

Warren said the German
study calls “the whole issue
of acceptable lmits” into
question,

“There are well docw
i‘nented m&tﬁne p?amwdm re-
eases and un re-
leases that create potential
Ws to the public, so
I  this National Acade-
mies study is very impor-
tant toiry to get a betterun-
derstanding about what
the risks are and what kind
of health damage might al-
ready be occurring,” War-
ren !
Dr. Steve Wing, an epi-
demiologist at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina who
testified before the Nation-
al ﬁcademy of Sciences
during the NRC's request
for the new study, said the
best current evidence
ahout cancer risk from rou-
tine nuclear power plant re- -
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ley said. He said if people
have information they
think would be useful to
the panel, “we would be
very pleased to receive it.”

A website, http://
dels.nas.edu/global/nrsh/
CancerRisk, contains infor-
mation about the study and
includes directions for sub-
mitting nominations and
criteriato be used to screen
nominations.

People who want to re-
ceive electronic updates on
the study can email
crs@nas.edu.

About four public meet-
ings will be held during the
first phase, and one proba-
bly will be in Atlanta, which
would be the closest loca-
tion to the Upstate. A date
will be set after the commit-
tee is formed. The meet
ings will be webcast so peo-
ple also can watch online,
Crowley said.

At the end of the first
phase, a report will be re-
leased to the public, and
feedback will be solicited to
design the second phase.




