- Oconee making strides in tourism

Visitors spend more than $43 million in county despite weak economy
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TOURISM: Shirley sees Oc
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Phil Shirley, director of
Oconee’s Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourlsm, pre-
dicts the county is poised to reap
greater benefits in the future
after incorporating.a Tourism
Action Plan (TAP)in July of
2010.

Shirley cited TAP recom-
mendations completed or being
worked on, including:

f’ Restructuring the PRT Coms-
mission;

® Establishing the Mountain
Lakes Convention and Visitors

Bureau with its own annial
budget derived from tourism
dollars;

® Starting a signage and way:
finding program that's in the
planning stage;

® Planning and funding a new
dise golf course at Chau Ram
Park;

® Upgrading and improving
facilities at all county parks: and

® Promoting and marketing
events such as attracting bus
tours and the Upstate Heritage:
@uilt Trail.

Shirley saes Oconee’s strides
intourism, small asthey may
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appear, as important steps that
combined with the efforts of
other counties will help South
Carolina reach its goal of tour-
Ism being a $40 billion industry
by 2020,

*Commurities throughout the
state are going to have to place
niche marketing and tourism
product development as a prior-
ity," Shirley said.”

Shirley added that future
growth of tourism in Oconee
would “depend on the priority it
Is given on the local Jevel,”

Currently, the combined
budget for PRT and the county’s
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rksin this fiscal year’s
thhifdegelﬁs 1.2 million, or}ess .
than 1 percent of Ocones's $43.
million General Fund budget.
Put in perspective, Oconee
dished out $1.5 millhon for &
gpeculative building that sits
empty in a soft market f‘or cagl—
tal investments, and_peud $1. ’
million for countywide reassess- .
ment of property values.
Mountain ; VR Direc-
tor Ken Sloan said the T{XP in
ce would put Ocones 1it lineh
for grants in the fature when the

a.
economy turns aroum ;
Slnan also sees a bright future

onee’s strides
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ahead for tourism because of the
leadership role taken by Duane
Parrish, the state’s new Lo
jsm boss, to promo
advance the industry.

te, fund and

instance, Sloan said
parrish established & Tourls?‘ln3
partnership Fund that }nad $ r.
million to give away tlrps yea ;ts'
He said $2.8 million In gran
requests made the process

- Iy competitive.
kg?\%lgdid get $6,500 that went

toward the visitors gqide," he
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