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”It’s a great sight to see
unemployment dip below
o percent for the first
_ time in over 15 years,
but the priorities aroyund
- making Oconee a great
- Place to visit, work and
¢ invest remain,” Oconee
'_‘Economlc Alhance
executive director Rich
ard Blackwell told ‘I‘he
“Journal, - -
.. Pickens” total employ
J ment figure of 53,804 was
. also slightly up from -
August, despite its total
workforce dropping by
.more than 300 workers
. from a month before, -
‘Both of those’ figures are

. up from September 2015 S
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And there was good
news for the stateasa

" total Workforce also rose’

whole, The number of
Soith Carolinians work: -
ing in September rose to
an all-time high, while .

~the state’s seasonally
- adjusted unemployment

rate dropped below 5

. pereent for the first time
~.since April 2001, .

South Carolina’s sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate decreased
to 4.9 percent in Sep-
tember from 5.1 percent _

in August, The state’s -

Unemployment rate
also dropped. below the _
national rate for the first
time since April 2014,
Nationally, the unem-
ployment rate increased
from 4.9 in Auguet to 5
percent,
Cheryl Stanton, execu-

-tive director for the SC- -
.DEW streesed the need :
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. for contmued workferce

development. .
“As South Carolina’ 8
busmes;see continue to
grow and prosper, they ' %,
. are providing oppor- - :
tunities for our state’s
- eitizens,” she said in
etatement “I am excited
to see that a record num-
ber of people are Worklng
now than at any time in
our state’s history, and
our uhemployment rate
has fallen to a leve] we
. have not experienced in
the last 15 Years,
“While there are more
* than 58,000 unfilled jobs =
across the state, weare. |
“eontinuing our work: - _
to develop a pipeline - . s
of skilled workersto = o
address the state’s work- ﬂ
force needs of our current i
and future employers.” .
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