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Seneca ¢ comp any

'mamtain a department to
manage the Fiber Optics
Creating- Unlfied Solu-
tions progect 1n 11:s current
status s

“We will need’ to matn—
tain at least one person to
serve as an oversight liai-
son and technical advisor
‘about the system ;desi_gn
and installation,” he said.
“We will'also stillbe
required to comply with

BROADBAND County workmg on ‘long-

term plan {0 recover what has been mvostod

$2 278 241 whlle the I‘Y
" 2015 audit showed a loss _
‘of approximately $500, 000
. last year. ]
- “Financially, weneed a
Jong-term plan to recover . .

5 rnom PAGEAT.

: relat1onsh1p, the complete
contractual document -
would be brotight back
before council for final
approval of the award.

_The county 1n.1t1a11y
sefit requests for quali-
fication to 81 firins, only
three of which submitted
proposals in January.
Anevaluation committee

. consisting of .

FOCUS director Mlke
Powell, FOCUS project
managet Kim Wilbanks,
deputy director of com-
nunity developmeht Josh

ali (Nat1ona1 'I‘elecommu—

nications and Information
“Administration) girant -
"provisicns and reportlng

 requiréments. Therefore

we will need to assign -
those dutiesto an ex1st1ng

,Staffmember RN

If and when Moulder-

. negotiategthe terms of
_ the proposed contractual

SEE BROADBAND. PAGE A‘.'i

_ ‘Stephens T director
. John Cox and GIS director

Lisa Simmering reviewed
and scored the propos-
als and recomimended

~two ﬁrms —One Tone -

“Telecom and WC Fiber of
Abbevﬂle —f0 contlnue to
Phase 2. ’

After réceiving new pro-
posals from the two pre-
qualified firms, the same
group scored the propos—
als and recommended
One Tone Teleoom for. the .
award,

The current FOCUS

" -budget for fiscal year .

2016 was approvedat

ndal-on Monday the formal

cations serv1ce prov1der

. .ooneeeyes bro adband deal wi‘-h

what has been. 1nvested -
Moulder said.. '

The county adm1n1s~ o

trator said the agreement
also reflécted the county’s

desire to get outof the - '

meetmg askmg councﬂ — under a management
v THEJOURNAL ~ to approve a recommen- structure of lease. ‘
: + dation from county staff the agreement The company wou]d
WALHALLA Coun- - - toallow One Tone Tele- igstilltobe .~ beresponsible for the
ty councilwillheara ~  com of Seneca to lease b determined,  complete operations of
measure tonight designed . and operate the county’s. | but-the “ini- the broadband project; al-
to let Qconee take a step: 250-plus-mile fiber optic. | tial design”is thoughthe county would
back from the broadband __network for up to 20 years. to hand over have “some ovepsight
business and recover” Coundil approval is also full manage- and technical assistance
. whatithas mvested in the ‘needed to allow éounty ad- - Moulder’ mentrespon-  reqiirements.” '
project T ministrator Scott Motilder . gibility'to One Moulder said the agree- -
An'action item i is on the . to negotiate the contract. Tone a telecommuni- ‘ment would mean the
. =Mou1dertold The J our- . connty would not need to

how we can operate the
system due to the legal
restrictions placed upon

—government—owned fiber
- systemts,” he said. “We
.need o find a private | - I
- pperator who can manage

r

the system to its fullest.”
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