Moulder Reassessmem:
c‘ou]d resultin ‘zero change’

BY STEVEN BRADLEY
THE JOURNA

WALHALLA With
Oconee County Council
set to resume discussions -
on next year’s budget,
some residents and at
least onie council member
believe those talks should
turn away froma tax -
increase. -

On Aprll 14, county ad

‘trator — some indication
of where he thinks it’s
" going to fall?” Richards’
asked. “Conceivably, with
. an increase in assess:

tnent,= you could pick
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agreed with Richards’ .
- cotnments,
“Tt’s not OK to (ralse tax-
- e8) when you domn’t know
where the asseSsment’s
going and who it’s going
to effect. ... I'want to ask
vall to sit and look at this
budget, get Mr, Moulder’s
cooperation, yall find
the cuts somewhere,” she
said.
Reassessment is a two-
_year process whereby
the re-evaluation of the
“county’s real estate mar-
ket takes place in the first
year, and the implementa-
tion of those values takes
place in the second, thus
the tax bills affected don’t

come out until late in the -

second year.
Because Oconee opted
last year to delay reassess-

- “They're fet1red from

" 'the cotton mill, their re-

tirement fund’s been raid-
ed, they’ve got basically .
Social Security —that’s .

the money that counts.

hike and told The J ournal
on Monday. he believes the
budget could be balanced:
without one.

“My phone has rung
steady with ail these

. people telling me, ‘Please

ministrator Scott Moulder
presented a proposed fis-
cal year 2017 budget that
included a 2.1-mill tax
increase — which council

had formally requested by -

a 3-1. vote a week earlier
—~projected to be worth
$1,081,500 in additional
revenue. :

‘District2 Councﬂman
Wayne McCall has con- -

: s1stent1y opposed the tax

-dollars.”
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o ment by a year, it Wouldn’t :

see the budget impacted -
with any addltlonal reve-
nues until 2018,

. Moulder told The Jour-
nal on Monday it was not
a certainty that any extra

. revenue would be generat
ed, period.

“Actually what we're
seeing is possibly a zero
change to our real estate

market — possibly evena -

small decrease,” he said.
" “It’s still early, and there

~ are a lot of factors (in-

volved), but there proba-
bly won't be a significant
increase in our reassess-
ment numbers anyway.”
Other county residents
opposed the tax increase,

" but did not mention reas-
sessment, Jean Jénnings

of West Union suggested
Oconee should sell one-
fourth of its vehicle fleat

- Those dollars count a lot

more than the dollars

from the peoplé who can

- afford it.”

shradley@upstatetoday.com

T ty's.

don’t vote for a budget
increase, We can’t afford ‘

it,”"he said..

-Council’s budget, _
finance and administra-
tion comtiittee will meet

Dconee council to resume

one opposed to a tax hike.

At leasf four Oconee res-

" iderits spoke out against

it at council's April 19
meeting, the first oppor;
tumty for public comment
gince Moulder’s budget .
presentatmn

“West Union resident

,- Charles “Bozo” Richards,

again at 5:30 p.m. today to

continue its discussions

‘on both the county’s FY

2017 budget and the School
Dlstrlot of Ooonee Coun-

MCCall isn’t the only

uptwo or three m1111on

Mountain Rest resident
Susie Cornelius said she

and return the money to
~ its general fund.
“Only county employ-
ees that absolutely need
. to drive county vehicles
(should) be able to use
them,” she said. “We now
have too many county
employees — and some
: non-county employees —

a member of the county’s
‘planning commission,
said Oconee’s upcoming
reassessnient could al-

“ready lead to an increase
" in mostcitizens’ taxes

rd

usmg them, This is Wast- :

ing taxpayers’ money.”
Jennings also suggest-
- ed Oconee should cease’
. handing out tax ihcen-
tives to attract industry,
" as well as sell off some of
its real estate and “quit
buying more.”
©. “The county needs to
.get out of the real estate
business,” she said.

Mountain Rest resident

-John Morrey also said
he hoped counoll would
be able to increase the
budget for the sheriff’s

without raising millage:
“Don’t youthink you -

ought to havé some dis-

cussion with the adminis-

office without increasing -

taxes, suggesting council”

look at ways to monetize

the county's premium ser-

vices for its more affluent
taxpayers.

As for McCall, the
District 2 councilman
also questioned why the

county continued to spend ' ‘

money when it could not

‘afford the expenses.

“It's not our money —

~ we can’t just keep blowing
-itand blowing it,” he said.

“It’s the taxpayers’ money.

- The money that counts
the most is not the money

from the multimillion
dollar houses — yes, they

“do pay more taxes — but

the money that counts the
most isfrom the ones liv-

-ing on 4 farm they inherit-
" ed from their grandpar-

ents and they are trying

" to hang on to their land.

.



