Oconee council dumps tax |

Thrift opposed, others uneasy with $400K rock.
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WATIHALLA — Coun-

prepared.

.ecommittee ultimately vot-

'.Council’s pudget,fi- -~ bers present for the meet-
nance and administration ~ inghad concerns-about
] "nsing a $400,000 transfer
ed 31 —with Joel Thrift

the push for the balanced -

budget without a millage

iricrease, asking Mould-

er midway through the

meeting if it was possible,
Indicating he’d antici-

pated the request, Moulder produced
just such a document, but gave a dis- ‘
claimer of his own: “I can balance the 1/ ,
- budget without a tax increase this yea:
but it’s employing techniques that-will; .
continue to delay the inevitable”
After initially presenting a budget
document Thursday that reduced a |
millage raise from 2.1 mills to 1,32 ]
‘mills from his original proposed ver-
sion, Moulder presented yet another
-version that further compensated for |
the $679,918 in revenue that the 1.32-
mill increase would have generated.

Along with $400,000 in additional reve- !}

nue from the rock quarry, the largest cuts i
came from reducing the administrator’s
contingency from $200,000 to $100,000 |
and using $66,000 from the solid waste
department’s fund balance for groundwa-
ter testing at the county landfill.
There were 15 other changes to the
budget, each affecting it by $20,000 or
less, that added up to equal the rest of the
revenue needed to balance the budget,
The rock gquarry transfer was the
- source of the most controversy. Cain
asked if the $400,000 transfer would
hurt operations, and Moulder said it
would not - at least in the short term.
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, ‘-‘T"‘I:féwc‘:tg‘ﬁcér"ii"is yow're hurting their
Iong-term potential to buy equipment
down thé road or make a future broper-
ty purchase ... but it does not hurt them

* this year from an operational stand-

point or even next year,” Moulder said,

The latest version of the budget also
included the changes from an amend-
ed version proposed by Dexter and

- Cammick at the committee’s previous

mieeting that reduced the need for a
millage increase from 2.1 mills to 1.32
mills, while restoring 2.5 mills worth of
bonding power for capital projects,

Also on Thursday, Moulder laid out
a bonding proposal that included the
$700,000 purchase of property for an
agricultural center that was removed
from the general fund budget.

Other projects funded in Moulder’s
bonding plan through the year 2019

were a new building for the Westminster -

magistrate’s office ($500,000), a Tri-Coun-
ty Technical College Oconee campus
($6 million), TCTC Pendleton campus
improvements ($6,750,000), 14 T-hangars
at the county airport ($1 million) and
library system upgradas ($350,000).

THe ag center land purchase was
still a sticking point for some council
members, as Dexter areued the couniy

purchase for the ag center, but a prev.

ing the budget of the rock

quarry, which already pro
duced $500,000 in addition-
from the county rock quar-  al revenue for the county’s

it ' ] ' ’ Jimi- 1 fund recently.
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of the GCCP the county already owns,
Cain said representatives of the agri-
cultural community told him it was }

- important to be in the center of the

county, .
“Their attendance doubled when they

. moved from the Golden Corner Com-

merce Park back to the center of the '
county,” Cain said. - 0

. “This is not justa fairground — this
is a farm center,” he added, noting that
a weekly farmers market was thriving
at its current location less than a mile
from the Pattillo property.

As Thursday’s meeting drew to a
close, Moulder asked for more direction
on what capital projects council wanted
to fund, and Cain thanked him for com-
ing prepared. :

“From my standpoint, I appreciate
you foreseeing us asking and really -
begging for a budget without a tax -
ingrease,” Cain said. “Because we've *
heard the public, and they tell us they
can't afford a tax increase.” N

“I figured I'd just save us a couple
weeks and do it.now,” Moulder joked.”
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