and gwen the chance he o
_ _ .fcﬁlovx;ed through in council.
» chambers Tuesday hight. "
_ WALHA_;JLA_— Oconee - . Bt like the one-mill .
- County: Co, neil voted down - increase Nix ‘proposed two. -

tO‘_gO"along Wlth [t ;_j , o weeks earlier, cotineil again .
- because basu:ally our'e._ or Kot |
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TH EJOURNAL 1 ower the total miHs to 213 1 \

fortax year 2014.. - . -

. For:: perspectzve Nix’s pro-
posed decrease. WOuld have
saved the owner of a $100 000
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will remain at 215, with 141.1
going to the Sohool District
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f Oconee County and 73:9 gomg
ofund the county.

The most comimon reéasons
ited by council members for
naintaining the status quo
ather than lowering tdxes were
incertainty.over thefuture
riability of the Local Govern- . .
nent Fund (LGF)frotn the
tate legislaturé, as'well gs the
1eed to replenish the county’s .
‘eserve fund. :

District 2 councﬂman Paul

>orbeil made the original.-
netion to maintain the mill- -
\ge, noting council had al-
‘eady trimmed its spending by -
1900,000 to balarce its budget to -
wovide for potential shortfalls
I revenue. -

_“Rather than poss1b1y refund .

~9millstoday. and have to take:%:-.t: :
1slator that’s in favor of fully c

t back next year .. I thlnk that *

county as prlmary concerns,
- -.Last week; Nix annouticed
“he had received notification
.:fromthe S.C. Départment of

-+ we ought to make sure that our

- reserve fund — which is very . -
closé to the minimum today -

-once adjusted for the FOCUS
(broadband) project — is within

the target range that we want -
to have-for our pohcy,” Corbell
said, = .

Thrift agreed W1th Corbell’

' cominents and called maintain-
. ing the millage at.215 “a prudent.
move” on the part of council. He .

also noted the decision Would

" help to prepare the county for

a likely shortfall in the LGI‘ in
the coming year, ‘

. District 5 councilman Reg
Dexter pointed out that the LGF
represented roughly six mills
and pointed the finger at the -

- gtafe government for refusmg to .
raise taxes, yet forcing oountles =

to raise them instead. .
Bt | haven't talked to one Ieg-

- Revenue (DOR) that Ditke had
~made an errorin York: County,

_ and that correction equated into -
-an increase in, Oconee County

' assessment,

Ths, Duke’s total assessment
; of $130 million for 2014 is down -
. only $2.5 million — instead of
$9.5 million — fr‘om the 2013 . - -

assessment
~.On Tuesday, Nix- sald Duke

amended assessment. will pro-

S .

duce $405,000 in revenie toward

- the county’s budget. -

-And ultimately, council opted
to hangon to that extra money,

~“This is not money being

; 'sﬁent it’s money. belng saved ¢
Oorbeﬂ sa1d

:]

vits tax:
E5-m1111on to! $2.5 mil-
Ni 3 pr0posgd <t :)uncil

funding: (the LGF),” he sa1d
“I've found a couple that are -

‘happy with keeping it the' Way _
" itis right now, but there’s more. .

that arein favor ofreducmg it
- and the scary thing is there

" is a good number of them that
“would like to do away with it

District 1 council member

_ Paul Cain said thé council . .. »
" believed it was makmg “Some
fprogress” in increasing the val- ©-

ue of a mill and‘indicated that -

would help the county maintain’

the millage in the future

S 9] think it’s good Tfiews that -
we have the opportunity to keep

the millage where 1; ) at " he :
said,

‘McCall was the most reluctant
to vote against the tax decrease,

. but sdid he believed it was nec-
- essary to-avoid a possible hlke :

111 the’ near future

‘ Sept 3 Nix proposed a ‘millage
- 0f 218 total mills, which would. -
-, have heen a one-mill boost over
2013, when the county increased
_two mills,

D1str1ct 3 counoﬂman Wayne : .' Nix’s proposalm with Thrift =

- chose to hold millage status
quo, citing school spending and
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“We're all heroes if we give 1.9

' mills back today, but the next :
_ budget comes up and we re dip- -
- ping,
“wehave to come back.and jerk -

. “your: taxes up,” he said. “So then

o we've. gone from_ heroes to. no o

to.onr reserves—then -

] I m gomg to_» t
th it, pecause!
i |

But councﬂ itoted 4 agamst

the lone member to vote-in favor,
of acceptmg the hike — and-

Duke's uncertain future in the '



