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SenccaFest, Walhalla

auditorium gct most
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Oconee County: Councﬂ .

~approved $37,686 for

“accommodations tax

-grants and internal
tourism projects Ties--

i day, with $10,000 apiece
going to- Walhalla Civie
Auditorium: and Sene-

: CaFest

A portlon of local and-

state ATAX revenues

received by the county .

“are available by ordi:

i nance for ATAX grants,
which are tourism-re- .

. lated grants that meet
guldehnes speciﬁ,ed by

"'.1oca1 and state man- .
~fates,

 Grants are recom-

"< mended by the Parks,
:Recteation and Tour- -
- igm Commission based:

on tourism impactof

- thé project and then :
submiitted to county - -
. council for approval. = |
- 'Oconee parks, rec- -

reation and tourism

' divector Phil Shirley
-said the PRT commis- -

siph - of which heis

. thé liaison — is given -
u$30,000 inthe fall and *
the game amount in
-the. spring in external

SEE.GRANTS, PAGE AS

priritizés money

[ SO PA R g

* County Park, and $4,000:
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grants for tourism mar- -
keting and promotion.
The-Wathalla Civic Au-
ditorinm’s project descrip-
tion on its application is
for sound and lighting
equipment, while Sen-
ecal'est plans o use its

funding for TV and radlo _

advertising, -

The South Carohna
Apple Festival recetved
$3,500 in funding for TV
and magazine advertis- -
ing, whilethe Strickland
Museutn.in Seneca got -
$3,000 for magazine and

‘online advertising.

Thé Oconee Heritage - :

Center received $1,000
-for advertising with
brochures and rack

" cards, while the Walhalla

Chamber of Commerce’s

- May¥Fest got $936.

- -Collins Children’s
Home, the Luntey Muse- .
um and Oconee Forever -
each received $500 in: -
ATAX grants,

_ Council also approved
$3,750 for new boards

Jfor'the hahdrailsand

Vwalkways toupgrade the
fishing pier at South gove

to: construct an entrance
for the: dlSC g20lf course a
Chati Ram Park. .

ATAX funding comes in
on.a month]y basis from
the lodging and accommo-
datlons prov1ders to the -
county -

“That money comes 111, ]
-the'committee hears all .

the applications, and they
try to prioritize based on
the tourism priority, and
then they make recom-
mendations based on
that,” Shirley said.
Shirley said the allot-
ment for ATAX grants
“was capped at $30,000
in the spring and fall
in order te spread the
funding equitably to all
county events throughout
the year.

" The funds are generated
by a 2-percent state and - -
3-percent local accom-
modations tax on hotels, -
campgrounds and vaca-

- tion rentals.

All ATAX grant re01p1-

-ents are required to turn |

in intermediate reports

-.every 60 days on the
progress of the grantand-

a ﬁnal report upon com-

plet1on of the granu. -

ojects were

1oca1
$150 843

sbradle\v@umta}etoday.com !

(864) 973-66851

Along with SenecaFest, the Walhalla Civic Audi-
torium was the top beneficiary of Qconee County
accommodatlons tax grants awarded at Tuesday
night’s county council meeting. )




