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WALHALLA — Ocones
County officials took a
second vote in favor of
moving forward with
the purchase of a 415-
acre tracton Highway 11
despite concerns, includ-
ing those of a councilman,

Council also voted to give
the BP Barber engineer-
ing firm a $12,800 change
orderto prepare a bound-
ary survey on the prop-
erty. All the preliminary
engineering and environ-
mental services are cost:
ing the county §60,150.
BarberisTushing to

complete a set of prelimi- |

One taxpayer told
Council during public
comments that if any of

them were to spend their
own $2.5 million, which
is what the property ig ex-
pected to cost, “you would

plan,” he said.
At each vote taken
related to the land deal,

Councilman Wayne Mc-

Call voted no.
“I'm apposed because

1 dpn't see what the plan

Council has scheduled
public hearipgs on the
proposal Oct. 19.

McCall and others point

out that it would be diffi-

cult for the public to com-

ment on something they
have little information
ahout and said Tuesday

night’s vote should have -

been put off until a plan is

unveiled.
Councilman Paul Cor-
beil disagreed. He made

that there are no conerete.  nary surveys on the High-
plans for how the property  way 11 property as partofl
will be used. the county's due diligence

The Oconee County hefare closing on the deal.

is," MeCall said:

Highway 11 deal

secoid reading on the
spurchase, but left pending
the date of the public hear-
ings, He'said the date of
the hearing would depend

"‘We'll have a
conceptual plan

on whether the publichas  that'll be subject to

had advance information S

on the plans. cha nge before it is
Council Chairman Reg T ' '

Dexter asked Administra- hna! ized.

tor Scott Moulder whether

a plan would be chretr- . Scott Touldar

lated for the benefitol the  gegpes Administrator
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public before the Oct. 19
hearings,

Moulder said he was
confident that it would
be.

“We'll have a con-

-ceptual plan that'll be

subject to change before
it is finalized,” Moulder
said.

Dexter said at a work-
shop last month that he
would hope to see people
in favor of the land deal,
who don't usually attend
Council meetings, show
up to speak in support
of the sale at the public
hearing. He said he was
gure that those in oppo-
sition would make their
voices heard.

A majority on Council
is In favor of taking a
portion of the 415 acres
for a public recreational
facility with nature
trajls, ball fields and oth-
er amenities. They hope
sueh a setting would
ultimately attract light
industry for the remain-
der of the property that
wotld be buffered from
the recreational side.

Not voting ot any Is-
sues related to the land
purchase was Council-
man Joel Thrift, who
earlier recused himgself
on the matter due to
a personal friendship
with the turrent prop-
erty owner,
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