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WALHALLA — Asstate
fungls for school technolagy
shrink, the more excited
the head of technology
atthe School District of
Oconee County becomes
with the prospects of B
countywide $14 million
‘broadband project. _

Joe Rukat calls the
nearly 810 million federal
grant Oconeereceivad
last yesr for broadband as
one of the most significant
developments since he be-
came technology director
for county schools in 1983,
i "I'mexeited about jt,”
Rulkat said Wednesday.
“This will be a wonderful

‘project” .

As part of the require:
ments for receiving the
federal money, Ocones has
to connect its 24 K-12 public
schools toa propesed 270
mile broadband netwiirk,

Rukat sdid it's a win-win

- situation for the county
and the state, He said that
when county schools link
ap to Oconee's network, it
would free the state from
funding technology at
county schoals,

Under the K-12 Téchnal-
ogy-Initiative started in
1996, state government
helps ta fund the Internet
services provided to all 85
K-12 school districts and
143 branch libraries in
South Caroliga.

South Carolina moved
o the head of the clasg
in technology when it
launched the initiative 15
Vears ago, bt has been
losing ground steadily
over the yvears because of
shrinking state revenies
and budget oy,

= Thedecline in school

technology is referericed
in the most recenr K-12
Initiative progress repart
published in 2009,
“Unfortunately, however,
during the Tast decade the

- Provision of funding has

fallen behind the rapidfy
expanding need for connep-
tion bandwidth to enable
effective and efficient
learning in the digital age”
the report states,

Rukat said Ocones's
broadhand networi wonld
provide local schools with
& minimum of 1 gig capag-
ity that would dwarf pres-
ent capabilities, even with

T anupgrade in August that

wonild cost the county $500
A mith,

Rukat zaid {he loca)
school district would pay
nothing to almost minima]
with the county's broad.
band systern. ¢

“The educational benefits
would be phenomenal * he
said. .
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