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WALHALTA — Oconee
County gave the green light
this week to six Internet ser-

vice providers (ISPs) to begin
offering services through its
252-mile broadband network,

“T'he terms between the
county and the ISPs were not
disclosed in a news release
put-out Monday by county ad-
- ministrator Scott Moulder’s

office, Oco.nee new has con-
tracts with seven providers
- on its network. A year ago,
Oconee announced-its first
broadband deal with DukeN-
et Communications, a former
‘Duke Energy-owned company
‘that was acquired earlier this
year by Time Warner Cable.
Accordingto zacks.com,
Tite Warner Cable paid $600
million in cash for DukeNet.
‘Moulder told The Journal
this week that the county 8 -
contract with DukeNet is not
affected by the Time Warner
‘Cable deal,
Joimng DukeNet on -
‘Oconee’s fiber-optic trunk
line are Famlly Cable. Vi-
sion, M2P Net, Technology
Solutlons, Net Drs,; Golden
Corner Internet Serv1ces and
OneTone Telecom, Inc. «
Scott Loggins, president of
OneTone Telecom; said Mon-
day the conmpany has been
working with the county for -
morethan a year, - -
“Personally, I know there is

open for busmess

a lot of demand for the types

- of services we will he offer-

ing,” Loggins said.

OneTone Telecom, at 100 _
Century Plaza Drive in Sen-
eca, has been doing business -
locally since 1996, according
to its website. The website _
— Www.ltonenet —also -
provides information about -
Oconee Counity broadband.--

“OneTone Telecom, Ine., has.
spent the last several years. . |
positioning itself to become a
lastmile telecommunlcations
provider in Oconee County....
We will be providing broad-
band services to the residents -

- and businesses of Oconee

County via the new fibey -
network known as Oconee E‘O
CUS,” the website states. " '

Another Seneca-based ISP
in Oconee’s fold is Technolo-
gy-Solutions. The company’s
principal, Richard Ellison, -
was on the ground floor of the
Oconee FOCUS project as a
consultant when the county
received a $9.6 million fed-
eral grant in the summer of
2010 to establish a broadband
backbone of fiber optic.

The total cost of the FOCUS
project is $14.3 million and
includes $4.7 million in local
matching funds, according to
information providetl bythe
county to the Nationdl Tele-
co,mmumcatlons and Informa-

" tion Admlmstratmn (NTIA)
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