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This is the conclusion af
a jour-part series exploring
the reappraisal of, properties
in Orvonee Coldity.
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WALHALLA — Reas-
sessment was & political
hot potata in 2006

At the time, residents :
and businesses were plegd-
ingwith elected officials
tn delay reappraisals for
a vear that wionld have

allpwed property taxpay-
ers to receive the henefit af
major state 12X reform in

Abigpart
of that reform
was a swap of

gxchange fora
| 1-cent increase
in the sales
SRS tax. Another
component of
the reform was
a 15 percent cap on proper-
ty yalues between reassess-
ments every five vears.
Tegpite the calls for &
one-year delay, the Oconee
County Couneil at the time
chose to pass an ordinance
to reassess as of Dec. 31,
9005, Instead of walting fon
the state tax reform (o take
affect, that council chose
implemertation of reas-
sessment i 2006.
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At the timne, current
Council Chairman Reg
Dexter had little or no
interest in public office.
That all changed wlen he
saw that his tax bill had
ballooned by 143 percent
hecauseof Council’s deci-

i,

Dexter sajd there were
other lssues thatdrew him
into local politics, such as
yofting. However, reassess:
ment was a hig issue for
him because, as president
of a property owners asso-

bullet on reassessment

Reassessment 2010:
¥ The high price'of pricing Property

ciation, he liad many anery
homeowners in the group.
o] didknot think that
couneil was thinking of the
people,” Dexter said.
Four vears later, the shoe
ig on the other foot.

+ Today, some are ques-
tioning the council’s deci-
gion to outsource reassess:
ment to a private company
for $1.8 million.

Taxpayers are asking
why Oconee is spending

SEE REASSESSMENT, PAGE AS

REASSESSMENT: All county properties will get onsite visit .
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