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Oconee approves Keowee-Toxaway relicensing agreement

“We don’t want to be dependent on
another county. We wanted to make our

Pickens could reconsider at next meeting

BY NORMAN CANNADA
THE JOURNAL

WALHALLA — Oconge

County 1s on board with
the Keowee-Toxaway
Stakeholder Relicensing
Agreement and will con-
tinue to support the Ke-
owee-Toxaway project in
its efforts to be relicensed
for another 40 years.

The council approved
the agreement and autho-
rized Council Chairman
Joel Thrift to sign all
documents related to the
relicensing agreament
at its meeting Tuesday
night.

The agreement i5 the
result of work by Duke
Energy and 32 stake-

S

holders since 2008 in the
process for Duke's applica-
tion for relicensing for the
KeoweeToxaway project
with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
(FERG).

The current 50-year
license expires in August
2016. Art Holbrooks, the
county’s representative
working on the agree-
ment, said Duke and
stakeholders are seeking
a 40-year license renewal.
The license is only for the
Kepwee-Toxaway project
and not the license for the
Decones Nuelear Station.

Jen Huff, project direc-
tor for Keowee-Toxaway
relicensing, said in May
that one of the biggest

changes in the proposed
new agreement is that
Duke agrees not to draw
down Lake Keowee lower
than 10 feet below full
stage. Currently Duke
can draw down up to 25
feet below full-lake levels,
At Lake Jocassee, Duke
waould not draw down
lower than 30 feet of a full
lake, which is what 15 in
the current agresment.

The agresment also in-
cludes a regional drought
management plan where
conservation would be
encouraged among water
customers, those living
near the lakes and the
11.5. Army Corps of En-
gineers in the event of &
drought.

own decisions.”

Chappell Harst
Pickens County EE_EE

Pickens County Couneil
votad not to support the
relicensing agreement
in September, but could
reconsider at its next
meeting Ocl. 21,

Pickens County Ad-
ministrator Chappell
Hurst said he and council
members were concerned
about language in the
document that appeared
to require the county to
go through Greenville to
get aceess to water on the
lake.

“The concern was we

were going to have to
go through Greenville,”
Hurst said. “Anyone who
wanted access was going
to have to go through a re-
gional water company. We
don't want to be dependent
on another county. We
wanted to make our own
decisions, Duke has made
some changes after we
vated that have improved
the document consider-
ably and have addressed
some of the conceérns that
f_.m E -.- .

Duke Energy spokes-

woman Lisa Hoffmann
said the stakeholder
committee “removed the
problematic language"
o address the concern
by Pickens officlals that
it could be "perceived as
a barrier for new public
water supply intakes on
Lake Keowee”

Hurst said in order for
the counct] to reconsider
signing the agreement,
one of the councilmen vot-
ing against the agreement
would have to make the
mntion to reconsider. He
said he did not know if the
eouneil would reconsid-
er the motion at its next
meeting Oet. 21.

Stakeholders have until
MNov. 29 to sign the agree-
mert.
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