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Oconee airport project
-might resume soon

DHEC could issue
stormwater permit
by end of week

BY CARLDS GALARZA
THEGOLIRNAL

SENECA — State regu-
lators conld give Oconee
County’s $4.2 million
airport runway projecta
green light by the enli of
this week,

A spokesman for the
Department of Health
and Environmental
Control (DHEC) saitd the
agency might issuea
stormwater permit that

| isneeded for the project

toresume,

DHEC halted the
project after determin-
ing that Oconee County
lacked a stormwater
permit. DHEC discov-
ered it had not issued
the permit while in-
vestigating reports in
Febriary that sediment

from the airport project
site was emptying Into a
nearby section of Lake
Hartwell.

DHEC spokesman -
Adam Myrick =aid Tues-
day that the permit had
yet to be 1ssued, “but it
could possibly be as soon
as the end of the week."

Myrick said he based
his comment on infor-
mation herecelved from
DHEC staff,

The permit issue has
been a public relations
nightmare for Oconee
County and its airport
engineering consultant,
Talbert & Bright.

A Talbert & Bright
project manager ap-
parently misled county
nfficials by represent-
ing that a'stormwater
permit was in place in

‘Acecordance with-state
and federal laws. The
Droject managereven
presented a copy of the
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AIRPORT: Moulder asks for remobilization plan

FROM PAGE Al

permit or the actul per-
mit to county officials.
Although noone wants
to talk about it, the
incident raises questions
“ahout possible falsifica-
tion of documents.
Talbert & Briglit sub-
mitted new stormwater
plans to DHEC in April
DHEC responded by modi-
fying the plans to include
additional stormwater
eontrolsat the runway
site. 1
Oconee County Admin-
istrator Scott Moulder
said Tuesday the county
asked the engineer to
develop a remobilization
plan for when DHEC is-
sues the permit,
Moulder said the county

has not seen'a plan from
Talbert & Bright. The
firm has consistently re-
fusad to respond to media
inguiries.

Part of the remobiliza-
tion plan would likely
include extending the
contract for Plateau Ex-
cavation of Georgia to dig
and haul the dirt for the
runway extension.

The project originally
was to be completed by
Aug. 7

Plateau is seeking
§600,000 extra from the
county, including $500,000
to recover losses from
having men and equip-
ment idle af the site.

The airport project,
when conipleted, would
give Ocones a 5,000-foot
runway, long enough for

larger corporate jets to
land and take off.

" Airport officials have
said that would help
increase fuel revenue and
open other economic de--
velopment opp ortunities
to Gconee,
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