Keep out!

‘andy Van Surdam, owner of Van Surdam Vintage Aircraft, tests an engine at the Oconee Cou
ewly extended runway abutting a Wildlife Management Area to the north. The county plans
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Regional Ai Thursday. In the foreground is the
:‘iﬂhﬂ nﬂ,lg-nf:ﬂmfunmh leep deer off the airfield.

Oconee airport fence would shield newly extended runway from wildlife
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SENECA — Now that the
lconee County Regional Air-
ort has completed extending
s ranway to 5,000 feet, it is
zady to get started on anew
roject,

Next onthe airport’s capital
nprovement schedule is the
istallation of an 8-foot fence to
rotect the runway from pranc-
1g wildlife,

Two protected Wildlife
lanagement Areas bordering
ie-airport expose the airfield
rdashing deer that officials.
ty is a significant hazard to
weraft taking off and landing
iring darkness.

Alrport Director Eevin Short:
said the fence would run north
and east around the newly
extended runway to completely

enclose the alrfield,

The total cost of putting up
B.400 linear feet of fencing is
$350,385, with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration paying 95
percent.

Oeonee County and the South
Carolina Aeronautics Commis-
sion will split the remadining 5
percent eost of §17,618.

The Oconee County Council
this week yoted unanimously
to accept the grant money from
the FAA and from the state o
move forward with the project.

"We are finally getting action
toward alleviating our wild-

life issues, or at least having a
significant deterrent to this,”
Short told council this week,

In accepting federal and state
funds for the project, council
alsp approved a Memorandum
of Agreement with the Divi-

- sion of Aeronautics, which will

undertake the administration
of the project, A Division of
Aeronautics engineer will de-
sign the project.

Short said the county’s
participation would include
advertising and taking bids on
the project,

Short toured the project site
with Division of Aeronauties

staff on Thursday.

Onoe the project gets under
way in the fali, Short said it

would take about 80 to 120 days
to complete.

In the meantime, the aivport
is putting the word out on weh-
sites frequently used by pilots
to let them know that Oconee's
extended 5,000-foot runway is
completed .

The longer runway, extendec
ata cost of about $4.8 million,
allows for larger aireraft to
use the strip, and is expected
to help generate additional
revenues.

The airport alsoisinthe
process of building eight new T-
hangars. When completed, the

- county is expected to lease the

new hangars for $250 a month.
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